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From  the  Fe/icral  Republican^ 

The  following  letter  Will  be  read  with 
interest,  because  it  is  froni  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Harper.  It  was  written  to  an  old  friend 
of  Mr.  H's  who  is  now  in  Congress  on  the 
side  of  admiiibtration. 

Annapolis,  .Tannary  13. 

I  received  by  the  last  maih  at  this  place, 
iny  dear  sir,  your  kind  letter  of  the  12th, 
enclosing  your  address,  which  1  have  read 
with  very  particular  satisfaction.  It  ex¬ 
presses  the  sentiments  of  a  candiil,  enlight¬ 
ened  and  patriotic  miud,  and  is  precisely 
what  1  should  have  wished  myself  to  say,' 
had  I  entertained  the  same  view  of  public 
atfairs  with  you. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure,  however,  to 
find  that  our  views  do  not  much  dizTer. 
Your  sentiments,  except  in  the  single 
point  of  approving  the  declaration  of  war, 
completely  accord  with  mine,  anil  belong 
wholly  to  that  pollticai  35"stem  which  we 
denominate  “federalism,”  as  unilerstood 
by  its  most  enllgidencd  and  distinguished 
adherents.  If  I  concurred  with  you  in 
believing  that  the  war  was  properly  de¬ 
clared,  1  should  think  with  voii  that  the 
administration  ought  to  he  supported  in  it, 
whatever  might  he  their  inmle  of  carrying 
it  on;  until  at  least  it  should  become  ma¬ 
nifest  that  they  were  incapable  of  conduct¬ 
ing  it,  or  determined  not  to  put  an  end  to 
it  till  compelled.  On  these  two  last  points 
I  am  already  satisfied.  But  I  give  you  a 
year  longer  to  reflect  on  them.  If  you  do 
not  then  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  I  must 
give  you  another  year. 

When  I  say,  however,  that  I  do  not  ap¬ 
prove  the  declaration  of  war,  I  do  not  by 
any  means  intend  to  say,  that  it  was  un¬ 
dertaken  from  corrupt  motives.  Far  from  it. 
1  never  have  doubted  that  the  great  mass 


ofits  authors  and  supporters  were  .urtuated 
by  public  motives,  and  believed  them¬ 
selves  to  he  consulting  the  public  interest. 
In  this  number  1  freely  class  Mr.  Madison, 
and  even  iMr.  Jetferson,  of  whom  I  have  a 
much  w'orse  opinion,  and  whom  I  consider 
as  the  author  of  the  war  system.  But  I 
do  most  firmly  believe,  that  the  motives 
which  actuated  those  gentlemen  and  their 
principal  associates,  were  never  such  as 
they  have  avowed  ;  that  they  never  cared 
tw'o  pence  about  free  trade  and  sailors** 
rights,  which  were  mere  pretexts;  that  the 
war  was  resolved  on  in  1805  or  1800;  and 
that  its  real  objects^  were  to  assist  France, 
in  breaking  dow  n  the  maritime  power  of 
England;  which  those  gentlemen  had 
brought  themselves  to  consider  as  condu¬ 
cive  to  the  true  interests  of  this  country. 
Had  they  freely  avowed  their  motives,  I 
should  have  consldereil  and  treated  them 
as  honourable  and  patriotic  men,  who  had 
honestly  adopted  an  erroneous  system  of 
politics.  They  would  have  had  my  op- 
fiosition  and  my  respect.  My  resent¬ 
ment  and  abhorrence  towards  them,  is 
ibumled  on  the  conviction,  produced  by 
a  long  and  minute  attention  to  their  poli¬ 
tical  conduct,  that  they  have  cheated  r*ic 
nation  under  fair  pretences  into  a  war,  to 
which  it  would  never  have  submitted,  had 
the  real  motives  been  avowed  or  under¬ 
stood. 

As  to  ?.Tr.  Madison  I  admitted  this  opi^ 
nion  slowly  ahd  reluctantly.  I  imbibed 
an  early  respect  for  his  character,  founded 
on  his  public  conduct,  before  I  ever  saw 
him.  1  also  partook  largely  of  the  admi¬ 
ration  which  his  talents  in  early  life  in- 
!  spireil.  Soon  after  my  entrance  into 
jniblic  life,  I  changed  my  opinion  of  him 
as  a  politician.  Still  admiring  bis  intel¬ 
lectual  powers  and  attainments,  and  re¬ 
specting  highly  his  personal  character,  I 
found,  or  thought  I  founit  him,  to  be  a  vi¬ 
sionary  theorist,  qualified  to  shine  in  the 
speculations  of  the  closet,  but  the  slave 
of  passion,  prejudice  and  party  spirit,  and 
totally  unfit  for  the  administration  of  any 
government.  All  my  subsequent  know'- 
ledge  of  him  confirmed  thh  opviion.  Still 
I  knew  him  to  be 'an  amiable  and  upngl^t 
man  in  private  life,  and  believed  bis3  tg 
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I)e  honourable  and  sincere,  though  vision- 
*  ary,  feeble  and  narrow  Eiglited  in  hU  )>o- 
liiical  character.  This  opinion,  \o  w  hich 
1  strongly  adhered,  has  been  gradually 
giving  ground  since  the  year  1805.  It 
was  \  ery  much  weakened  before  he  re¬ 
jected  the  armistice  otfered  by  the  Hritish 
government,  on  the  re|>enl  of  the  orders  in 
council.  That  event  totally  changed  it ; 
and  every  public  act  of  Mr.  Madison’s 
since,  has  added  force  to  the  new  opinion 
of  him  which  1  then  reluctantly  adopted. 
Had  he  accepted  tliat  armistice  and  made 
peace,  as  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  might 
have  done,  on  terms  not  only  safe  and  ho¬ 
nourable,  but  satisfactory  to  the  nation,  1 
should  have  pardoned  his  former  errors, 
and  done  all  in  my  power,  to  bring  my 
friends  into  the  support  of  his  administra¬ 
tion. 

The  opposite  couiie  which  he  then 
took,  convinced  r^e  that  the  real  objects 
of  the  war,  however  patriotic  they  might 
have  appeared  to  him,  and  his  most  etTi- 
cient  supporters,  were  fraught  with  the  ut¬ 
most  danger  to  the  interests  of  this  coun¬ 
try;  and  that  nothing  was  left  for  its  real 
friends,  but  by  a  steady  and  vigorous  op¬ 
position  to  drive  him  from  pow  er.  It  was 
not,  in  my  opinion,  a  question  of  w  ealth,  or 
commerce,  or  prosperity.  These  w  ere  mi¬ 
nor  considerations  with  me  at  least;  for  I 
knew  that  our  wealth,  however  diminish¬ 
ed,  would  still  be  sufficient,  and  eve/, 
thought  that  w'e  had  grow  n  loo  rich,  and 
I  too  fast,  for  our  real  happiness.  We  were 
the  spoiled  children  of  fortune.  Our  too 
great  prosperity  had  made  us  rampant  and 
riotous,  and  was  fast  making  us  selhsli, 
mercenary  and  efteminafe.  Neither  was 
it  a  question  of  the  evils  and  sufferings  of 
var,  for  I  never  believed  that  tliey  would 
be  so  great  as  they  were  depicted  by  many, 
nor  thought  that  war  w  hen  necessary,  as 
we  all  admit  that  it  must  sometimes  be, 
ought  to  be  shunned  on  account  of  its  evils 
and  sufferings. 

Still  less  \yas  it  will]  me  a  question  of 
power ;  for  I  had  no  wish  to  engage  in 
public  life  myself,  and  !  can  say  the  same, 
from  my  personal  knowledge,  concerning 
the  chief  men  of  the  party  with  which  1 
am  connected.  All  that  we  desired,  was 
to  see  the  country  well  governed ;  and  if 
that  object  were  attained,  we  sbould  have 
preferred  seeing  the  government  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Mailison,  and 
their  friends, as  beingmost  likely  to  please 
the  mass  of  the  people;  many  of  whom 


had  conceived  prejuiTices,  most  uiifoundtfJ 
imieeil,  but  very  strong,  against  the  op¬ 
posite  party. 

liut  niy  invincible  objection  to  the  war, 
niy  drea<l  and  horrors  on  the  subject  of  it„ 
arose  from  a  thorough  conviction  of  its^ 
necessary  and  inevitable  tendency  toebain 
us  to  the  chariot  wheels  of  Bonaparte,  U> 
bind  us  to  his  alliance,  to  ingulph  us  in 
the  bottomless  pit  of  his  dominion,  and  re¬ 
duce  us  to  the  condition  of  all  tiie  vassal 
nations  whom  he  has  delude<l  and  devour¬ 
ed.  1  believed,  and  still  firmly  believe, 
that  had  he  been  successful  in  Europe,  as 
was  confidently  expecteil  here  when  the 
w'ar  was  declared,  this  country  would  have 
been  at  this  moment  effectively,  aud  very 
soon  avowedly,  uiuler  his  dominion.  His 
minister  here  w  ould  have  been  as  abso¬ 
lute  as  the  French  minister  was  at  Berlin 
anil  Munich;  and  our  governnient  would 
have  been  the  humble  and  passive  instru¬ 
ment  of  his  dominion.  His  edicts  would 
have  assumed  for  a  widle  II. e  formqf  CiCts 
of  congress,  hut  that  would  soon  lia\c 
been  laid  aside,  and  all  who  dared  to  re¬ 
sist,  would  have  been  dcFtroj  ed  by  pojui- 
lar  violence,  or  military  execution  ;  would 
have  shared  tlic  fate  of  j)e  Witt  or  of 
Palm. 

That  Ihe  authors  of  this  war,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  intended  to  produce  such  eflects,  I  by 
no  means  believe.  But  in  such  cases,  in¬ 
fatuation  does  as  much  as  w  ickedness,  and 
8onieliine&  even  more;  and  when  1  sec 
how  many  other  countries  have  had 
French  chains  rivetted  upon  them  by 
their  cwvn  hands,  how  their  own  folly, 
prejudices  and  passions  have  been  used 
as  Ihe  instruinents  of  llieir  subjection  and 
slavery,  and  observe  the  same  course  com- 
inenced,  the  same  means  used  here,  and 
the  same  causes  in  operation,  I  cannot 
but  believe  that  the  result  would  have 
been  the  same.  1  liope  we  should  have 
made  a  struggle,  but  we  should  have  had 
our  own  government  against  us,  with  all 
the  f)ains  and  penalties  of  treason  in  its 
hands,  and  must  have  commenced  the 
struggle  with  halters  about  our  necks. 

1  say  that  1  do  not  by  any  me^ns  con¬ 
sider  ihe  authors  of  this  war,  in  ^cnernl^ 
intending  to  produce  such  effects — hut  I 
cannot  acquit  them  universally.  When  1 
see  the  most  bawling  patriots,  in  so  many 
other  countries,  uniformly  assuming  the 
character  of  French  partisans,  wherever 
a  fit  occasion  occurred,  and  uniformly  he- 
comiog  the  humblest^  blindest,  and  most 
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iKjtive  in*trumenl3  of  French  despotism, 
in  hopes  of  l»eing  rewarded  by  a  part  of 
the  spoils  of  their  fellow  citizens,  or  a 
sort  of  snimrdinate  government  of  their 
enslaved  country,  can  1  8ii|)[»ose  that  the 
same  description  of  pei'sons  are  not  pre¬ 
pared  in  due  time,  to  act  a  similar  part 
here,  or  have  not  been  induced  by  the 
ho[>e  of  seeing  such  a  lime  arrive,  to  join 
in  tlw^  measures  calculated  to  bring  it  ?  1 
confess  1  cannot.  When  so  many  wolves 
in  sheep’s  clothing  have  been  found  in 
other  countries,  can  we  believe  that  there 
are  none  here  ?  Can  we  doubt,  for  in¬ 
stance,  that  a  man  who  should  move  in 
congress  to  subject  Ameiican  citizens 
imiversally  to  martial  law,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  treating  them  as  spies,  in  open 
violation  and  contempt  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion,  and  to  the  utter  extinguishment  of 
civil  lil>erty,  woiihl  hesitate  to  move  and 
vote,  on  a  siiitahle  occasion,  that  any  man 
in  the  nation  should  not  t)e  shot  and  his 
property  crnfiscated,  wlio  mijrht  be  de¬ 
nounced  by  the  French  minister  or  any 
of  his  creatures,  as  a  spy,  a  traitor,  a  Bri¬ 
tish  partisan,  or  an  enemy  to  the  august 
emperor  and  king,  our  great  and  giKul  ally  ? 

Such,  my  dear  friend,  were  my  reasons 
for  opposing  the  war  with  all  my  might 
and  for  still  wishing  to  put  an  end  to  it,  hy 
the  <vnly  means  depending  in  any  degree 
ii|)oii  us,  which  1  believe  can  l>e  effectual 
— the  expulsion  of  IMr.  jMadisoii  and  his 
friends  from  power.  'rin*ee  re.isons,  I 
admit,  have  lost  much  of  their  force,  by 
the  overthrow  of  Bonaparte  in  Russia, 
and  still  more  by  his  re.e.ent  defeat.  It 
was,  therefore,  that  I  rej(»iced  in  those 
events,  with  joy  exceeding  great.  My 
heart,  1  confess  is  light  now.  1  care  lit¬ 
tle  about  the  war,  for  I  consider  the 
poisonous  tooth  of  the  serpent  as  drawn. 
He  may  draw  our  blood  by  his  bile,  but 
he  cannot  infect  our  veins.  Let  the  war 
therefore  rage,  till  its  authors  are  content¬ 
ed  or  fatigued.  I^et  them  he  supplied 
with  the  treasure  of  the  nation,  and  lavish 
its  blood,  till  the  nation  is  scourged  into 
reason  and  soberness;  or  till,  through  their 
own  futility  aiid  incapacity,  the  reins  drop 
from  their  hands,  1  shall  sleep  in  quiet,  for 
i  no  longer  foresee  exile  or  a  scatfold  for 
myself,  nor  slavery  for  my  children.  1 
will  cheerfully  bear  ray  part  of  the  bur¬ 
dens,  and  take  my  share  of  the  fatigues 
and  dangers,  of  a  war  w  hich  1  consider  as 
foolish  merely,  but  no  longer  dangerous. 
Our  liberty,  our  constitution,  have  been 


rescued  on  the  plains  of  Russia  and  Sax(K 
ny — and  when  peace  returns  we  shall 
soon  repair  the  trivial  losses  of  property 
which  we  have  sustained,  or  may  be  still 
destined  to  sustain,  and  which  are  mere 
dust  in  the  balance,  compared  with  our 
liberties  anil  constitution. 

Such  being  my  views  of  the  war,  you 
will  perceive  that  it  w^as  not  so  much  to 
the  war  itself  as  to  its  time  and  attending  ' 
circumstances  that  1  objected.  Those 
circumstances  gave  it,  in  my  judgment, 
all  its  venom.  Although  I  cousider  the 
aggressions  and  injuries  of  France,  as  in¬ 
comparably  greater  than  those  of  England, 
and  tliink  that  w:e  oiiglit  to  have  chosen 
her  as  the  olyect  of  our  attack  on  that 
ground  alone,  yet  in  the  ordinary  state  of 
Euro[)c,  I  would  not  have ’submitted  to 
one  half  of  w  bat  we  sulfered  from  either, 
i  would  have  gone  to  w^ar  with  England 
in  1 793,  if  she  had  not  then  done  us  jus¬ 
tice — Ijecause  then  the  balance  of  power 
still  existed,  and  war  could  not  have  en¬ 
dangered  our  liljerty.  I  did  promote  war 
against  France  in  1798,  by  which  she 
was  induced  to  do  us  justice,  and  I  would 
have  fought  England,  about  her  inter- 
rufdion  of  the  colonial  trade  and  her 
orders  in  council,  in  1806  and  1808,  if  I 
had  not  considered  her  the  bulwark  of 
national  independence  at  that  time — and 
believed  that  to  weaken  or  embarrasa 
lier,  by  any  attack  or  quarrel,  was  to  as¬ 
sist  in  paving  the  way  for  our  own  de¬ 
struction.  I  would  have  armed  against 
the  Berlin  decree,  in  1807,  which  would 
in  all  probabilit}',  have  saved  our  national 
lionour,  prevented  the  British  onlers  in 
council,  produced  the  repeal  of  the  Ber¬ 
lin  decree  preserved  our  peace  and  pro¬ 
tected  oiir  commerce. 

As  to  th^  projier  manner  of  carrying  on 
the  war,  and  the  true  system  of  national 
ifefence,  your  opinions  and  mine  precisely 
accord.  That  a  contrary  system  has  been 
at  all  times  obstinately  pursued,  on  both 
heads,  ap;>ears  to  me  to  be  a  decisive 
proof  of  the  infatuation,  sinister  views,  or 
utter  incapacity  of  those  who  have  go¬ 
verned  us  for  fourteen  years. 

I  find,  my  dear  friend,  that  my  letter 
has  insensibly  grown  into  a  speech  As 
I  am  to  make  one  soon  in  public  upon  an 
analogous  subject,  you  must  not  be  sur¬ 
prised  if  you  should  see  the  substance  of 
this  in  print.  In  the  mean  time,  and  al¬ 
ways  believe  me,  dear  sir,  truly  and  af¬ 
fectionately  yours.  R.  Cl.  HARPER. 
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Si'om  the  Columbian  CenlhuL 

■  THE  AUTHOR  OP 

THE  “KOAD  TO  RCrX” 

On  the  avowed^  and  real  causes  of  the  repeal 
the  restrictive  sy stein. 

No.  IH. 

’  It  has  been  already  proved,  that  the  ’’epeal 
of*  this  system  was  not  the  effect  oi’tlie  recent 
efiauges  in  Europe.  If*  the  government  of*  the 
United  States  were  sincere  in  tlieir  declara¬ 
tion,  that  the  change  in  their  policy  was  oc¬ 
casioned  by  those  causes,  it  would  follow,  that 
tlje  state  of  Europe  prior  to  those  changes 
was  unfavourable  to  our  interests,  and  of  course 
that  the  success  of  the  allies  was  advantage¬ 
ous  to  us.  In  other  words,  that  the  predomi¬ 
nance  of  France  was  hostile,  and  its  humilia¬ 
tion  beneficial  to-  the  liberty  and  commercial 
interests  of  the  world. 

•  We  have,  however,  undertaken  to  prove, 
that  the  recent  change  was  not  occasioned  by 
European  events ;  that  it  was  to  be  attribu¬ 
ted  to  local  causes.  We  have  already  indicated 
some  of  these,  and  we  now  pro|)ose  to  enlarge 
ujjon  them. 

In  the  commencement  of  this  war,  the  com¬ 
mercial  capital  of  the  United  States  was  di¬ 
verted  from  its  natural  channels.  Such  a  di¬ 
version  would  necessarily  occasion  tJ»e  accu¬ 
mulation  of  great  sums  in  all  tlie  great  com¬ 
mercial  cities.  This  capital  sought  employ¬ 
ment  at  home  since  it  could  not  find  it  abroad. 
A  part  of  it  was  soon-  mken  up  in  the  esta¬ 
blishment  of  domestic  and  national  maniifac* 
thres. 

TIic  exorbitant  prices  of  foreign  manufac¬ 
tures  encouraged  moneyed  men  to  establish 
manufactories.  We  endeavoured  last  winter 
to  satisfy  these  capitalists  that  their  pros|)ects 
were  not  so  stable  as  they  fondly  conceived 
them  to  be.  That  the  southern  states  must 
be  natvrally  hostile  to  tlie  encouragement  of 
manufactures,  since  they  could  not  be  parti¬ 
cipators  in  the  profits,  and  must  be  rendered 
tributary  to  their  more  industrious  and  opu¬ 
lent  brethren  in  the  northern  states.  We 
stated,  that  as  soon  as  their  pride  or  interest 
should  induce  them  to  n^ake  a  [K^acc,  they 
would  a!)andon  at  once,  and  in  a  liianuer  ruin¬ 
ous  to  our  mautifacturing  speculations,  ail  the 
system  favourable  to  their  growth.  They  are 
our  natural  enemies.  Their  interests  arc  es¬ 
sentially  in  opposition  to  ours,  and  we  entreat¬ 
ed  our  citiziuis,  whether  engaged  in  raising 
merino  sheep,  or  producing  manufactures,  to 
p  iiise  and  examine  whether  they  could  ratio¬ 
nally  expert  an  encouragement  from  our  sou¬ 
thern  bretlireu,  who  are,  and  who  must  be  for 
ages,  our  mlers  and  masters.  Wc  did  not  in¬ 
deed  expect  so  sudden  a  developemeiit  of  their 
policy.  We  did  nut  expect  they  would  so  soon 
*  exhibit,  in  a  shameless  manner,  the  insinceri¬ 
ty  of  their  professions  of  regal'd  to  domestic 
manuFcturcs. 

But  events  have  taken  place  which  have 
advanced  U:e  catastrophe  which  we  foresaw. 


Perhaps  Ihc  battle,  of  Leipsrc  and  the  ccrlaiB 
all  of  Bonaparte  have  hastened  it ;  but  they 
have  not  changed  our  policy.  Whenever 
peace  should  have  taken  place  the  effect 
*  oil  Id  have  been  the  same. 

j\or  is  it  unreasonable,  or  censurable.  .Men 
will  always  act  in  conformity  with  their  in¬ 
terests.  The  folly  consists  in  believing  that 
patriotism  will  have  any  influence  against 
the  more  powerful  instigations  of  personal  in¬ 
terest. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  southern  states  will 
ever  adopt  or  permit  a  policy  which  shall  pro¬ 
mote  the  interests  of  the  northern  section  of 
the  country,  to  the  injury  of  their  ojcn. 

It  is  certain  they  cannot  be  mamifhcfiirers. 
They  want  both  the  capital  and- the  industry. 

Will  they  pay  us  one  dollar  per  yard  for 
American  mauiifactiires,  when  they  can  get 
British  goods  at  fifty  cents? 

If  they  would,  they  are  better  men  than 
the  world  ever  pro<hiced,  and  surely  we  have 
no  reason  to  think  ihty  are. 

After  having  exhausted  all  the  moneyed 
capital  of  the  middle  and  southern  states, 
they  perceived  they  coiihl  not  obtain  the 
loans  of  which  they  stood  in  need  without  our 
co-operation. 

The  embargo  was  a  fruit  of-  a  very  bitter, 
tree.  They  found  that  all  the  trade  of  the 
south  must  pass  through  northern  channels. 

he  supplied  them  with  tlicir  tbreign  arti¬ 
cles,  and  ne  alone  could  export  their  produc¬ 
tions. 

This  arose  from  a  policy  perfectly  natural' 
and  perfectly  jiistihablc  in  Great-Britan. — 
She  saw  that  the  war  was  a  Virginia  aiui 
Kentucky  war.  That  New-Kugland  detested 
it.  Without  presuming  against  the  knonn 
fact,  that  we  had  any  preference  for  Britain, 
she  saw  that  New- England  was  more  mode-- 
rate,  and  more  just.  She  did  not  wish -to  in¬ 
jure  New-England,  because  New-Euglaml  bad 
no  dis{K>sitioii  to  injure  her :  Nay,  New-Eng- 
laud  had  declared  that  she  thought  the  war. 
uupriucipbd. 

The  first  project  of  government  was  to  ter¬ 
rify  the  northern  states.  Men  were  butcher¬ 
ed  in  Baltimore  in  the  vain  hope,  that  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  the  pilgrims  would  be  frighten¬ 
ed  into  loyalty  and  acquiescence.  But- New- 
England  never  knew  fear.  She  certainly  can¬ 
not  be  made  to  fear  by  men  who  can  do  so^ 
little  against  a  foreign- foe.> 

She  refused  her  meu- and  money  from  prin¬ 
ciple.  It  seemed  strange  to  the  southern 
states  that  such  an  .obstinacy  in  virtue  sliould' 
exist.  But  they  did  not  know  that  the  Yan¬ 
kees  are  never  weary  in-  well  doing,  and  that 
they  will  never  relinquish  their  principles 
even  from  interest,  and  much  less  from  fear. 

Finding  her  obstinate,  it  was  determined  to 
punish  ber>  and  lest  the  punishment  should 
not  provoke  her  to  resistance,  and  give  a  plea 
for  military  execution,  the  act  was  made  as 
odious  as  possible.  Her  country  was  tilled 
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wii)j  spie??.  Hfjr  nmner  was  arrested  on  the  tion,  ou^ht  to  he  viewed  as  an  enemy  to  the 
■Jii^hmiy.  Her  citizens  scourged.  Her  pro-  interests  of  New-t!!igl<ind. 

I>erty  seized  on  tiie  public  roads.  AN  INDEl  IiNDENT  FARMER. 

But  iVew-England  is  a  patient  and  longsuf- 
i’ering  country.  She  forebore  to  show’  that 
4)0 wer  which  would  render  her  terrible  to  her 
op|)rc«:sors.  Slio  contented  herself  witltniild 
reir.»»ns I  ranees.  SJie  drew  b.ack  her  monies 
from  the  f>eopIe  of  the  south,  tiiosc  funds 
which  had  enabled  them  to  loan  to  govern- 
Jiient.niKl  tosiipfiort  its  credit. 

New- York  beeaine  alarmed.  Pennsylvania 
felt  the  sh(K*k,  and  V’irginia  tottered  in  all 
li<*r  pf'cniiiary,  her  feeble  pctmiiiary  establish- 
inciili;. 

The  rate  of  interest  rose  in  the  southern 
state.-.  JVlrn  rathfT  thought  how  they  could 
po//  iicb(7  and  avoid  bankruptcy,  than 
bow  they  could  loan  Yankee  rapdlal  to  an  nii- 
^iiinripled  and  blind  a<lininisti‘atioi). 

'Phis  opened  the  eyes,  romeved  the  cata¬ 
ract  of  Mr.  Madison.  He  perceived  that  he  j  honour  to  submit  te  the  president  an  extract 
Jiad  gone  too  far,  and  that  he  had  no  •other  of  tlie -tetter  from  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
eont^c  but  to  court  New-England  by  a  roino-  I  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  which  contains 
va!  of  the  ban  of  the  empire  under  which  the  latest  and  t1>e  ow/y  material  inlbrmatkm 
fciie  and  she  alone  had  been  placed.  receive^]  by  this  department,  on  that  subject. 

'i'iiese  are  the  true  causes  of  the  repeal  of  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
the  embargo  and  not  the  recent  changes  in  JAMES  MONROE. 

Europe.  Ccj>artinent  of  State,  April  16,  1814, 

\Vi)ocvcr  will  attend  to  the  debates  wHI  — 

perceive  that  the  removal  of  the  restrictive  A/r.  Cranford  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale, 
system  had  notbiitg  to  do  with  European  [extract.] 

events.  Paris,  Jamiary  Wk,  1813. 

The  energy  and  spirit  of  a  few  nierchants  “On  the  29th  ult.  I  had  an  interview  wdth 
in  Boston  ;  and  the  ptTseveraiiee  of  the  New-  the  ministcrof  exterior  relations,  who  intbrm- 
Kngland  Bank  did  more  to  knock  oif  these  ed  me  that  he  had  made  to  the  emperor  a  de>- 
iiiiackies  than  even  the  spears  of  tlie  Cossacks,  tailed  report  of  the  negotiation,  and  that  he 
or  tlie  sword  of  Blucher,  or  the*  bayonets  ofj  would  inform  me  of  his  majesty’s  decision  tiie 
Wellington.  i  moment  it  should  be  made  known  to  him. 

Something,  however,  is  due  to  these  last  j  His  eunversation  during  this  interview  was  as 
raiises.  The  art  with  which  the  governmenr;  conciliatory  as  it  could  be,  and  bis  expres- 
condnet  the  new  loan,  and  the  pains  taken  to  sions,  though  still  general,  admitted  that  in¬ 
render  it  popular  here,  the  invitation  to  sub-  deinnity  was  determined  upon. 
i;eril>e  eub  rnsa,  as  if  eonscimis  that  our  virtue  The  address  of  the  senator  Count  Segiir,  to 
would  revolt  at  such  a  black  deed,  are  com-  the  inhabitants  of  the  eighteen  military  di- 
plete  proofs,  that  ti;ev  believe,  wheUier  true  visions  of  the  empire,  published  in  the  Moni- 
or  not,  that  nothing  but  money  of  the  dr-  teur  of  the  15th  inst.  stated  that  his  majesty 
Jested  and  despised  Yankees  can  save  them.  was  going  to  place  himself  at  the  head  of  his 
And  yet,  ye  sainted  spirits  of  on r  fcrefa-  troc>ps.  Knowing  that  I  should  not  be  able  to  • 
thers  ’  Can  it  be  believed,  that  your  sons  who  advance  a  single  step  in  the  negotiation  dn- 
havenot  been  tainted  with  any  foreign  admix-  ring  his  absence,  unless  be  should,  before  his 
ture,  can  consent  to  loan  their  money,  not  departure  from  Paris,  decide  upon  the  classes 
merely  in  a  cause  they  think  unjust,  but  to  of  cases  for  which  indemnity  should  be  made, 
the  men  who  have  called  them  traitors,  wlio  I  determined  to  address  a  note  to  the  duke  of 
have  talked  of  shedding  their  blood,  who  have  Viceuce,  with  a  view  to  impress  more  strong- 
destroyed  their  dearest  interests,  who  govern  ly  upon  his  mind  the  neces^s.ity  of  an  immedi- 
thein  witliout  the  least  in*  rcy,  who  refuse  ate  decision.  The  day  on  which  1  intended 
them  the  privilege  of  being  heai*d,  who  even  to  present  this  note,  I  was  informed  that  the 
mock  and  insult  them  with  the  pretence  ofj  duke  of  Viceuce  had  set  out  from  Paris  at  4 
being  their  best  friends,  when  no  foreign  foe  I  o’clock,  A.  M.  for  the  head  quarters  of  t))e 
could  in  one  hundred  years  do  them  as  much  |  two  emperors,  which’  was  then  said  to  be  ia 
mischief  as  these  men  have  done  in  Jive  7  1 1  Switzerland.  The  general  impression  in  Pa- 
have  done  with  my  remarks,  but  1  shall  add  J  ris,  that  day,  was,  tlmt  tlie  emperor  would  sot 
one  single  observation,  that  any  roan  who  j  out  immediately  for  Mentz,  where  his  army  of 
promotes  and  encourages  the  loan  of  onr  iiio-  j  reserve  has  been  forming  ever  since  he  #’ross- 
t)cy  io  such  a  cause  and  to  such  an  adiniuisti*a-  ed  the  Rhine.  This  cirruasstaiice  induces  me 


RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

PRESIDENTIAL  MESSAGE. 

To  the  House  qf  RepresentaLives  qf  the  United 
States, 

I  transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives  % 
report  of  the  secretary  of  state,  complying 
with  tlicir  resolution  of  the  13th  inst. 

JAMES  MAIRSON. 

April  16,  1814. 

REPORT. 

The  secretary  of  .state,  to  whom  was  reMeii- 
red  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  represenla- 
liyes  of  the  13th  inst.  requesting  information 
toiichiiTg  our  relations  with  France,  has  the 
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to  believe  that  the  note' would  uot  produce 
any  good  effect.  I  tberelbre  determined  not 
to  present  it.  The  einpemr  is  still  in  Paris, 
and  I  regret  extremely  that  !  did  not  adhere 
to  my  first  determination,  notwithstanding  the 
absence  of’ the  minister  of’  foreign  relations. 

From  the  situation  of  afl'airs,  it  is  impossible 
to  foresee  the  delays  to  which  this  perplexing 
business  will  yet  be  subject.  In  the  first  and  I 
only  interview  which  1  had  with  the  Duke  of 
Sassano,  he  said  expressly  that  the  obstacles 
which  his  absence  had  thrown  in  the  way  of 
the  negotiation,  should  not  occur  again  :  two 
IP  » iths  have  not  elapsed  before  the  same  ob¬ 
stacles  are  presented.” 

1  he  message  was  laid  on  the  table  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  printed. 

IThe  secretary  of  state^  to  whom  was  referred 
several  resolutions  qf'lhe  senate  of  the  second 
of  Felrruaryy  and  ninth  (f  March  lust ^  has 
the  honour  to  suhmit  to  tlu  president  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report  : 

Although  [these  resolutions  are  of  different 
dates,  and  rjefe.r  to  subjects  in  some  respects 
distinct  in  tfieir  nature,  yet  as  they  are  con¬ 
nected  in  others  of  considerable  importance, 
which  bear  essentially  on  the  conduct  of  the 
parties  in  the  present  war,  it  is  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  comprise  them  in  the  same  report. 

The  first  of  these  resolutions  calls  for  the 
names  of  the  individuals  who  were  selected 
from  the  American  prisoners  of  ivar,  and  sent 
Ho  Great  Britain  for  trial ;  their  places  of  re- 
«ideucc  in  the  United  States ;  the-times  when, 
and  the  courts  by  which,  they  were  admitted 
to  become  citizens;  the  regiments  to  which 
they  belong  ; .  w  hen  and  where  they  were  ta¬ 
ken  ;  with  copies  of  any  official  correspon¬ 
dence  respecting  the  treatment  of  prisoners 
of  war,  and  of  any  orders  for  retaliation  on 
either  side. 

The  other  resolutions  request  information  of 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  her  ac¬ 
tive  subjects,  taken  in  arms  against  her,  and 
of  the  general  practice  of  the  nations  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  relative  to  naturalization,  and  the  em¬ 
ployment  in  war,  each  of  the  subjects  of  the 
other  :  of  the  cases,  witli  their  circumstances, 
ill  which  any  civilized  nation  has  punished  its 
uative  subjects,  taken  in  arms  against  it  for. 
yrhich  punishment  retaliation  was  inflicted  by 
ihe  nation  in  whose  service  they  were  taken, 
^d  lastly. 

Under  what  circumstances,  and  on  what 
{grounds;  Great-Britain  has  refused  to  dis¬ 
charge  native  citizens  of  the  United  States 
impressed  into  her  service  ;  and  what  has 
Aieen  her  conduct '  towards  American  seamen 
on  board  her  ships  of  war,  at  and  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war  with  the 
United  States. 

The  paper  marked  A,  contains  the  names 
of  the  American  prisoners,  who  were  sent 
^  to  England  for  trial,  by  the  British  com¬ 


mander  in  Canada;  of  the  corps  to  whicli 
they  belong;  of  the  times  when,  and  of  the 
places  where,  they  were  taken.  Of  their 
places  of  residence  in  the  United  States  :  of 
the  times,  and  the  courts  in  which  tliey.werc 
admitted  to  become  citizens  there  is  no  evi¬ 
dence  in  this  department,  nor  is  there  any  to 
1  show  whether  they  were  naturalized,  or  iia- 
I  tive  citizens  of  the  United  .States.  This  pa¬ 
per  contains  also,  a  copy  of  the  orders  of  both 
governments  for  retaliation,  and  of  the  corres¬ 
pondence  between  their  respective  commis¬ 
saries  concerning  the  treatment  of  prisoners. 

The  paper  marked  B,  states  various  grounds 
on  whicli  tile  British  government  has  refused 
to  deliver  up  American  seamen,  impressed 
into  the  British  serviee,  on  the  ap[»!iratioii  of 
the  agents  of  the  United  Stales,  regularly  au¬ 
thorized  to  demand  them,  with  the  eorrespon- 
I  dftiicc  relating  to  the  same.  It  communicates 
also,  such  information  as  this  department  has 
been  able  to  obtain  of  the  conduct  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  government,  towards  American  seamen 
on  board  Birtish  ships  of  war,  at  and  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war. 
.\mong  the  causes  assigned  for  their  detention, 
the  following  are  the  most  deserving  of  no¬ 
tice  : 

1.  That  they  Iiad  no  documents,  or  that 
their  documents  were  irregular. 

2.  That  they  were  released  from  prison  in 
Gottenhurg. 

3.  That  they  were  exchanged  as  British 
subjects. 

4.  Were  said  to  be  impostors. 

ft.  To  have  married  in  Kiigland. 

C.  Did  not  answ^er  the  diseriptions  given  of 
them  in  their  protections. 

7.  Ifad  attempted  to  desert. 

8.  Were  sent  into  tlie  service  for  smug- 
gling. 

9.  Were  not  to  be  found  on  board  of  the 
ship  stated. 

10.  Had  voluntarily  entered  into  the  Bri¬ 
tish  service. 

11.  Were  natives  of  foreign  countries, 
Prussia,  Sweden,  Italy,  &c. 

It  is  probable,  that  some  of  the  seamen 
whose  discharges  were  demanded,  may  not 
have  been  native  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
but  very  presumable  the  greater  part  were. 
Indeed  the  pretext  assigned  for  their  deten¬ 
tion  seems  to  admit  it.  Had  they  been  na¬ 
tive  subjects  of  England,  being  there,  their 
origin  might  have  been  traced.  But  that  is 
the  ground  in  a  few  instances  only.  In  urging 
that  some  had  no  protections,  or  that  their 
protections  were  irregular ;  that  others  had 
been  exchanged  as  British  prisoners ;  were 
impostors ;  had  attempted  to  desert ;  did  not 
answer  the  protections  given  them  ;  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Prussia,  Sweden,  &c.  it  is  fairly  to  be 
inferred  that  the  public  authority  in  England, 
to  whom  this  duty  "is  assigned,  sought  rather 
to  evade  the  application,  than  to  justify  the 
refusal*  The  pretext  that  some  were  natlYOi 
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Prussia,  Sv?e<lcn,  Sec.  deserves  particular  I  forces,  although  they  had  vhluntarily  entered 
altentiou.  On  this  ciiciimstance  the  secrcta-  into  oiir  army,  after  having  emi^^rated  to  tlie 
ry  u'ill  remark  only,  that  in  exten<Iiiig  im-  United  States,  and  incorporated  themselves 
pressment  in  American  vessels,  to  persons  into  the  American  society.  The  Unit  'd 
U'iio  could  not  he  mistaken  for  British  sub-  States,  on  the  other  hand,  have  forced  no  per- 
.iects,  and  refusing  to  surrender  them  on  ap-  son  into  their  service,  nor  have  they  sought, 
plication,  from  the  voluntary  service  fi*om  j  nor  are  they  disposed  to  punish  any,  who  aftef 
wjiich  they  were  taken,  it  is  evident  that  the  having  freely  emigrated  to  any  part  of  the 
-  recovery  oi*  British  seamen,  has  not  been  the  British  dominions,  and  settled  there,  may  have 
sole  object  of  the  practice.  tmtered  voluntarily  into  the  British  army. 

By  the  report  of  the  Amcriciin  commissary  The  remaining  inquiries  relate  to  objects 
of  prisoners  in  Kngland,  it  appears  that  a  con-  other  than  the  immediate  conduct  of  the  par- 
side  ruble  number  of  our  seamen  had  betui  ties  in  the  present  war.  They  demand  infor- 
transforred  from  British  ships  of  war  to  pri-  mation  of  the  conduct  of  Great-Britain,  and  of 
sons  ;  that  their  exchange  for  British  seamen  other  powers  in  past  times,  without  limita^ 
taken  in  battle  was  demanded,  in  the  first  in-  j  tion  in  the  retrospect,  in  circiunslances  bear- 
stance,  but  that  that  claim  seems  to  have  ling  on  the  question  of  retaliation.  The  in- 


bnen  since  waived.  It  might  have  been  rx- 
pf.rted  that  tliG  British  government,  on  bc'ing 
ratisfied,  that  these  men, or  ajry  of  them,  were 
Amei  iean  citizens,  would  have  liberated  and 
sent  them  home  at  its  own  charge.  They 
arc,  however,  still  held  prisoners  in  conline- 
Jiient.  That  many  of  them,  if  not  all,  arc 
native  citizens,  cannot  be  <loubted,  for  had 
tlie  proof  not  been  irresistible,  it  cennot  be 
presumed,  while  so  many  others  are  detained 
nn  lx)ard  llritisli  ships  of  war,  that  tJiesc  would 
Jiave  been  exemptwl  from  that  service.  That 
many  are  still  detained  on  Iward  British  ships 
of  war,  may  be  fairly  inferred,  even  without 
otlier  evidence,  from  the  indiscriminate  man- 


formation  required,  relates  to  the  following 
points  : 

1.  The  conduct  of  Great-Britain  and  the 
other  nations  of  Europe,  as  to  uatiii*ali7ati(m, 
and  tlie  employment  in  war  of  each  of  the 
subjects  of  the  other. 

2.  As  to  the  punishment  of  their  native 
subjects  taken  in  arms  against  them,  in  the 
service  of  other  jwwers. 

3.  Examples  of  retaliation  by  the  latter  in 
such  eases. 

These  iirquiries  necessarily  involve  an  ex¬ 
tensive  research  into  the  history  and  jarispru- 
dcnce  of  the  nations  of  Europe.  For  so  im¬ 
portant  a  task,  the  other  duties  of  the  secre- 


ner  of  British  impressment;  from  the  dis-  tary  of  state,  have  altogether  disqualified  him 
taut  service  in  which  the  men  thus  impj'essed  since  the  call  was  made.  The  approaching 
arc  often  necessarily  employc<l,,  depriving  close  of  the  session  does  not  leave  him  time 
their  friends  of  an  op^wrtimity  to  commiini-  for  more  than  the  following  observations  : 
<*ate  with  them;  and  from  the  incoasidera-  That  all  the  uations  of  Europe  naturalize 
Me  number  discharged,  compared  with  lliat  foreigners. 

which  has  been  demanded.  Without  relying  That  they  all  employ  in  their  service  the 
altogether  on  the  reports  heretofore  made  to  subjects  of  each  other,  and  frequently  against 
congress  by  this  department,  the  letter  of  their  native  countries,  even  when  not  regular- 
Coinmodorc  Uo<1gers,  hereunto  annexed,  af-  ly  naturalized. 

fords  data  from  which  an  estimate  may  be  I'bat  they  all  allow  their  own  subjects  to 
formed.  On  tliis  point,  the  correspondence  emigrate  to  foreign  countries, 
between  General  Taylor  and  the  captain  of  That  although  examples  may  be  found  of  the 
the  British  ship,  the  Dragon,  and  Com.  De-  |  punishment  of  the  native  subjects  taken  in 
catur  and  the  commander  Capel,  deserve  also  j  arms  apinst  them,  the  examples  are  few,  ami 
particular  attention.  If  the  British  govern-  have  either  been  marked  by  peculiar  circum- 
ment  would  order  a  strict  search  to  be  made,  stances,  taking  them  out  of  the  controverted 
through  the  British  navy,  for  American  sea-  principle,  or  have  proceeded  from  Uie  pas- 
meii,  it  would  then  be  seen  how  many  of  our  sioiis  or  policy  of  the  occasion.  Even  in  pro¬ 
native  citizens  have  ptirticipated  in  the  lot  secirtions  and  convictions,  having  the  latter 
of  the  unfortunate  men  mentioned  in  the  cor-  origin,  the  (iiial  act  of  punishment,  has,  with 
rcspondence  referred  to.  iittle  exception,  been  prevented  by  a  sense  of 

The  contrast  which  these  documents  pre-  equity,  and  humanity,  or  a  dread  of  retalia- 
•ent,  in  the  pretensions  and  conduct  of  Great-  tion.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  no  in- 
Britain,  with  the  pretensions  and  conduct  of  stance  can  be  found,  in  which  the  alleged  pur- 
the  United  States,  cannot  fail  to  make  a  deep  poses  of  the  enemy  against  the  twenty-three 
impression  in  favour  of  the  latter.  The  Bri-  prisoiiei's  in  question,  under  all  the  circum- 
tisli  government  impresses  into  its  navy  citi-  stances  which  belong  to  their  ca.se,  even  though 
zens  of  the  United  States,  and  conq^els  them  many  of  them  may  not  have  been  regularly 
to  serve  in  it,  and  iu  many  instances  even  to  naturalized,  are  coimtenanced  by  Um  pit^ 
fight  against  their  country,  while  it  arre.sts  as  ceedings  ot'any  European  nation, 
traitors  and  menaces  with  death,  pei’sons  sus-  That  if  no  instances  occur  of  retaliation  in 
pected  to  be  native  British  subjects,  for  lia-  the  few  cases  requiring  it,  or  in  any  of  them, 
ving  fought  under  pur  sUudard  against  British  by  the  governments  employing  such  persons* 
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it  hai  been,  as  it  is  presumed,  because  the 
punishment  which  had  beeu  inflicted  by  the 
native  country,  might  be  accounted  lor  on 
some  principle  other  than  its  denial  of  the 
right  of  emigration  and  naturalisation.  Had 
the  governinent  employing  tlie  persons  so 
punished  by  their  native  country,  retaliated 
in  such  cases,  it  might  have  incurred  the  re¬ 
proach  either  of  countenancing  acknowledged 
crimes,  or  of  following  the  example  of  the 
other  party  in  acts  of  cruelty,  exciting  hor¬ 
ror,  rather  than  of  fulfilling  its  pledge  to  in¬ 
nocent  persons  in  support  of  rights  fairly  ob¬ 
tained,  and  sanctioned  by  the  general  opinion 
and  practice  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  an¬ 
cient  and  modern. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
(Signed)  JAS.  MUNROE. 

Vepartment  of  States  April  14,  1814 

UNITED  STATES  FINANCES.  . 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  acquies¬ 
cing  with  a  call  ftoin  the  house,  has  retHirted 
that  the  probable  receipts  for  the  year  1814, 1 
will  amount  to  ten  million  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars, 
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TRIAL  OF  BRIGADIER  GEN.  HULL. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  OfficCf 
flashingtofi,  2Mk  April,  1814. 

OENCRAL  ORDER. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  martial,  in  tlie 
case  of  William  Hull,  brigadier  general  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  having  been  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  president  of  the  United  States* 
and  having  been  approved  by  liim,  the  ibllow- 
ing  exti*act  therefrom  is  ordered  to  be  read  at. 
the  head  of  each  regiment  of  the  army,  and  to 
lie  published  in  the  National  lotcJligcnccr  c4‘ 
this  city.  By  order, 

J.  B.  WALBACII,  Adjt.  Gen. 

At  a  general  court  martial  (ordered  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States)  convened 
at  Albany,  in  the  state  of  New-York,  on 
the  tliiixJ  diiy  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  tourteen,  and  continued, 
by  adjournnients,  to  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
March  following,  Brigadier  General  W'illiam  * 
Hull,  of  the  army  of  the  United  States 
was  tried  on  the  following  charges  and  spe- 
citicatious,  viz. 

CHARGE  I. 

Treason  against  the  United  States,  ^be¬ 
tween  the  ninth  of  April  and  the  seventeenth 
of  August,  oiiC  thousand  eight  bundled  and 
twelve. 

First  specification.  In  tliis  :  That  on  the 
first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  before  that  time 
and  ever  sinciu  an  open  and  public  war  was, 
and  is  yet,  carried  on  and  prosecuted  by  and 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
their  territories,  and  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great-Britaiu  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependen¬ 
cies  thereof:  and  that  William  Hull,  a  briga*^ 
dier  general  in  tiie  array  of  the  United  States, 
a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States,  owing  al¬ 
legiance  to  the  said  United  States,  and  late 
commander  of  the  northw'estern  army  of  the 
said  United  States,  well  knowing  the  premi¬ 
ses,  and  traitorously  and  unlawfully  designing 
and  contriving  to  send  and  convey  intelligence 
!  to  the  said  enemies  of  the  said  United  States, 
touching  a  declaration  of  war  by  the  said  U. 
States,  against  the  said  united  kingdom  of 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  depeuden- 
I  cies  thereof ;  and  also,  touching  the  expedr- 
i  tion  which  the  said  Rortbwestem  army  under 
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bis  command  as  aforesaid  was  cmplo^^ed  ;  and  ture,  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  faid  trai<or«'HW 
also,  touching  the  niimi>ers,  state,  and  condi-  and  unlawful  design,  contrivance,  and  intent- 
tion  of  the  said  northwestern  army ;  in  pro-  ment  of  the  said  Brijjadiertieneral  AViliiain 
seciition  of  tire  said  traitorous  and  unlawful  Hull,  the  said  official  lorrr/pomicnce,  as  well 
design,  on  the  said  first  day  of  July,  in  the  loiichinj  the  said  expedition,  as  said  deelara- 
year  aforesaid,  at  the  rapids  of  the  Hiver  Mi-  tion  of  war,  and  the  said  official  muster  rolls, 
ami  of  the  Lake,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  reports,  and  returns,  of  the  numbers,  state,  and 
Hie  said  AVi  I  Ham  Hull  (then  and  there  being  condition  of  the  said  nortliwcstern  army  (togc- 
a  brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  the  United  tlier  with  certain  sick  soldiers,  and  the  prin- 
States,  and  being  then  and  there  commander  cipal  part  of  the  lu*'?pital  stores  of  the  said 
of  the  said  northwestern  army  as  aforesaid)  northwestern  army)  came  to  th>  possession, 
did  traitorously  hire,  or  cause  to  be  iiired,  an  knowledge  and  use  of  the  enemies  of  the  said 
unarmed  vessel,  with  the  pretended  purpose  United  Mates ;  giving  inrorinatioii  and  inlcl- 
of  transporting  therein  certain  sick  sohliers  ligence  to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United 
and  the’  principal  part  of  the  hospital  stores  iStates,  as  well  loucliiiig  the  said  expedition 
belonging  to  the  said  northwestern  army,  as  to?icliing  the  saia  declaration  of  war;  and 
from  the  said  rapids  of  the  River  Miami  of  the  also  toucliing  the  iiTnnbers,  state  and  condition 
I^ake  to  Detroit,  in  the  said  territory  of  Mi-  of  the  said  northwrstern  army  of  tlie  said  Init- 
chigau,  but  in  truth,  traitorously  ((Mitriving  ed  States,  tlien  a^id  there,  under  the  command 
and  intending,  that  the  said  unarmed  vessel,  cd*  the  said  Dri/adicr  General  AA’illiain  Hull  as 
together  with  ail  persons,  papers,  and  things  aforesaid;  wiVMeby  the  said  AA'illiam  IlnlL,  on 
put  on  board  thereof,  siioiild  be  captured  by  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  at 
the  enemies  of  tlie  said  United  States,  on  the  tiie  rapi<U'  of  the  Kiver  Miami  of  the  Lake 
passage  of  the  said  unarmed  vessel  from  the  aforesuM,  in  the  tcrritoiy  of  Michigan  rdbre- 
<!aid,rapids  of  the  River  Miami  of  the  Lake,  to  said,  (being  then  nnd  there  a  brigarlier  geric- 
Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  territory  of  Michi-  ral  in  the  army  of  the  United  Slates,  aud  be¬ 
gan  albresaid :  and  that  the  said  AV'i  I  Ham  Hull,  ing  then  and  there  commander  of  the  said 
in  liirther  prosecuthm  of  his  said  traitorous  noithwesterii  army  as  albresaid,  and  being 
and  unlawful,  design  aud  contrivance  (being  then  and  there  a  citizen  of  the  said  United 
then  and  there  a  brigadier  general  in  the  ar-  i^latcs,  ov^  ing  allegiance  to  the  said  United 
iny  of  the  United  States  as  aforesaid,  and  be-  States)  did  then  and  there  traitorously  and 
ing  then  and  there  commander  of  the  said'  unlawfully  hold  correspohdence  with,  and  gi\c 
northwestern  army  as  aforesaid)  did  then  and  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  and  did  then  aud 

•  there  tiaitorouslv  put,  or  traitorously  cause  to  there  traitorously,  by  the  inoatis  aforesaid,  ad- 
be  put  cii  board  of  tiie  said  unarmed  vessel,  a  here  to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  >tatcs, 
trunk,  containifig  (amoug  other  things)  the  of-  giving  Ihcni  aid  and  comfort. 

Ccial  correspondence  of  the  secretary  of  the  Sccojul  spet  ijiration,  An<l  also,  in  this 
department  of  wrar  and  tlie  said  Brigadier  Ge-  That  afterwards  and  during  the  said  w  ar  so  a« 
neral  AV'iliiam  Hull,  as  w'ell  touching  the  expe-  aforesaid  carried  on  and  prosecuted  by  and 
dition  on  which  the  said  northwestern  army  between  the  said  I'nited  States  of  America 
under  his  command  as  aibresaid,  was  then  cm-  and  their  territories,  and  the  said  united  king- 
ployed,  as  touching  a  declaration  of  war  by  the  doni  of  Great- Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  de- 
f^aid  United  States  against  the  said  united  king-  pendencies  thereof,  the  said  northwestern  ar- 
doni  of  Grcat-Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  de-  my  of  the  said  United  States  under  the  coin- 
pendencies  thereof ;  and,  also,  certain  official  niand  of  the  saifl  Brigadier  General  AV’iliiam 
muster  rolls,  reports,  and  returns,  of  the  miin-  Hull  as  afoiTsaid,  having  entered  the  said 
bers,  state,  and  condition  of  tlie  said  north-  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  hav- 
westeni  array  under  his  cominaiKl  as  aforesaid :  ing  established  a  military  post  at  or  near  Sand- 
and  that  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  t  he  second  day  w  icli,  in  the  said  British  province  of  Upper 
«f  July,,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  Ibe  said  vessel,  Canada,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  said  Bri- 
soas  albresaid  traitorously  hired  or  traitorous-  gadler  General  William  Hull  to  maintain  and 

'  ly  caused  to  .be  hired  by  the  :iaid  Brigadier  defend,  in  order  that  the  said  war  might  and 
General  AYilliam  Hull,  on  its  pa'isage  from  the  should  be  advantageously  carried  on  and  pro- 
said  rapids  of  the  River  Miami  cf  the  Lake  to  '>ecutcd,  on  behalf  of  the  said  United  States, 
Detroit  aforesaid,  was  captured  by  the  said  aud  more  especially  that  a  certain  British  fort 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  ha  ring  on  board  called  Malden,otherwisccalled  Amberstbiirgh, 
thereof  at  the  time  of  the  said  capture,  the  in  the  said  British  province  of  Uppt‘r(  anada, 
«aid  trunk  containing  the  said  olficiai  corres-  occupied  by  the  enemies  of  the  said  1  iiited 
pondence,  as  well  touching  the  jiaid  expedi-  States,  might  and  should  be  advantageously 
tion,  as  the  said  declaration  of  w.ir,  and  the  attacked  and  taken  by  the  said  northwesti^ru 
said  official  muster  rolls,  reports,  and  returns,  army  of  the  said  United  States,  under  the 
of  the  numbers,  state,  and  condition  of  tlie  command  of  the  said  Brigadier  General  AVil- 
*«aid  northwestern  army,  (together  with  the  Ham  Hull  as  aforesaid,  yet  the  said  AA’illiain 
certain  sick  soldiers,  and  the  principal  part  of  Hull,  (a  brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  the 
Die  hospital  stores  belonging  to  the  ^aid  north-  said  United  States,  a  citizen  of  the  said  V  ni. 

•  -western  aroiy,)  ^d  by  means  of  tlie  said  cap-  ted  iStates,  owing  allegiance  to  the  said  Uni* 
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ted  States,  and  commander  of  the  said  north- 
westeni  army  of  the  said  United  States  as 
aforesaid)  well  kiK>wing  the  premises  on  the 
eighth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  at  Sandwich 
aforesaid,  in  the  British  province  of  Upper 
Canada  aforesaid,  did  then  ajid  there  traitor¬ 
ously  and  unlawfully  conspire  and  combine 
with  certain  otemies  of  the  said  U.  States, 
(whose  names  are  unknown)  to  quit  and  aban¬ 
don  to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States, 
f  lie  said  military  post  establisiied  by  the  said 
northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States, 
nl  or  near  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the  British 
province  of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  and  to 
prevent  the  said  British  fort  called  Maiden, 
otherwivecallcd  Ainlierstbiirgh,  from  being  at¬ 
tacked  and  reduced,  or  an  attempt  being  made 
to  reduce  the  same,  by  the  said  northwestern 
army  of  the  said  United  States,  under  the 
command  of  the  said  Brigailier  General  Wil¬ 
liam  Uull  as  aforesaid;  and  that  the  said 
Wiliium  Hull,  (then  and  there  being  a  briga¬ 
dier  general  in  the  army  of  the  said  United 
States,  then  and  there  being  commaiuier  of 
the  said  northwestern  army  of  the  said  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  and  then  and  there  being  a  ciliiscn 
of  the  said  Uqiteil  States,  owing  alirgianccto 
the  said  United  States)  in  prosecution  of  the 
said  IraitoroTis  conspiracy  and  combination, 
did  then  and  tlajpe  traitorously  quit  and  aban- 
<lon,  and  did  then  and  there  tiaitoroiisly  cause 
•to  be  qultte<l  and  abandoned,  the  said  military 
post  established  by  the  said  northwestern 
army  of  the  said  United  States  as  aforesaid, 
at  or  near  Sandwich  as  aforesaid,  in  the  Bri¬ 
tish  province  of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  and 
.  did  then  and  there  traitorously  neglects  and 
omit  to  make  the  proper  preparations  tor  at¬ 
tacking  and  reducing,  or  attempting  to  reduce 
the  s\ui  British  fort  called  Malden,  otherwise 
called  Amherstburgh,  but  on  the  contrary,  did 
thi  II  and  there  traitorously  prevent  the  same 
from  being  attacked  and  reduced,  and  an  at¬ 
tempt  being  made  to  reduce  the  same  by  the 
said  northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
States,  then  and  there  under  his  command  as 
aforesaid  :  and  in  1‘urther* prosecution  of  the 
said  traitorous  conspiracy  and  combination, 
did  then  and  there  traitorously  march,  witli- 
dra>v,  and  re.^iove,  and  traitorously  ordered 
to  be  marclied,  withdrawn,  and  removed,  the 
main  body  of  the  said  northwestern  army  of 
the  said  United  States,  from  the  said  military 
post  established  by  the  said  northwestern 
army  of  the  said  United  States,  at  or  near 
•  fiandwich  aforesaid,  to  a  place  out  of*  the  said 
Jlritish  province  of  Upper  Canada,  to  wit :  to 
Detroit  aforesaid,  ii»  the  territory  of  Michigan 
ttbresaid ;  whereby  the  said  William  Hull, 
an  the  said  eighth  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
one  thousaud  eight  hundred  and  twelve  atbre- 
Saul,  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the  said  British 
province  of  Upper  Canada,  (being  then  and 
there  a  brigadier  general  in  the  army  of  the 
uid  United  States,  and  being  thou  and' there 


commander  of  tbo  said  northwest li  n  army 
of  tl:3  said  United  States,  and  being  tlien  and 
there  a  citiv  .  i  of  the  said  United  Stiites,  ow¬ 
ing  allegiance  to  the  said  United  Slates)  did 
then  and  there  traitorously  conspire,  eombine, 
and  bold  correspondence  with  the  enemies  of 
the  said  United  States,  and  did  then  riid  there 
traitorously  and  shamefully  quit  and  |t}andou, 
and  traitomiisly  ainl  shamefnily  cau|;3  to  be 
quitted  and  abandoned,  the  said  mililrry  post, 
so  as  aforesaid  established  by  the  said  north.- 
western  army  of  the  said  United  States,  at  or’ 
near  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the  Briish  pro¬ 
vince  of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  nnd  did 
then  and  there  traitorously  neglect  and  omit 
to  make  the  proper  preparations  for  attacking 
and  reducing,  or  attempting  to  reduce  the  said 
fort  called  Malden,  otherwise  c.*! lied  Aiuherst- 
burgh,  in  the  said  British  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  but  did  then  and  there  trails  rously 
prevent  the  said  British  fort  called  Aakicru 
otherwise  called  Amherstburgh,  in  tiie  said 
British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  from  being 
attacked  and  reduced,  or  an  attempt  being 
made  ij  reduce  the  same  by  the  said  ^irth- 
w’estern  army  of  the  said  United  States,  ruider 
hi.s  command  as  aforesaid ;  and  by  the  nutans 
aforesaid,  did  tiicn  and  there  traitorously  ad¬ 
here  to  the  enemies  of  tlie  said  United  States, 
giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 

Third  specification.  And  also,  in  this  :  Tliat 
afterwards  and  during  the  saiil  w  ar,  so  as  alire* 
said  carried  on  and  prosecuted,  by  and  be¬ 
tween  the  said  United  States  of  America  ini 
their  territories,  and  the  said  united  kingd^'n 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  depen¬ 
dencies  thereof;  to  wit :  on  the  sixteenth  diy 
of  August,  iu  the  year  one  thou.<and  eigit. 
hundred  and  twelve,  aforesaid,  at  Detroit,  in 
tlie  Michigan  territory  aforesaid,  the  sail 
William  Hull  was  then  and  there  a  brigadier 
general  in  the  army  of  the  said  United  Statc'i, 
and  was  then  and  there  commander  of  the 
northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  State% 
and  was  then  and  there  commander  of  a  cei^ 
tain  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  and  belongin'^ 
to  the  said  United  States,  erected  at  or  near 
the  town  of  Detroit,  upon  a  bank  of  the  rive? 
Detroit,  in  the  said  territory  of  Michigan,  th« 
works  whereof,  and  the  guns  and  gun  carriages 
l>elonging  thereto,  then  were,  and  Jong  beforo 
had  been  decayed,  dilapidated  and  out  of  re¬ 
pair.  And  that  the  said  Brigadier  General 
William  Hull,  then  and  there  did  traitorously 
conspire  and  combine  with  certain  enemies  of 
the  said  United  States,  (whose  names  are  un¬ 
known, )  then  and  there  traitorously  and 
shamefully  to  surrender  and  abandon  to  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  the  said  fort, 
called  Fort  Detroit,  belonging  to  the  said 
United  States  as  aforesai<i,  and  then  and 
there,  unfler  the  command  of  the  said  Briga¬ 
dier  General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  with 
all  the  troops,  regulars  as  well  as  militia,  thou 
and  there  under  the  command  of  the  said  Bri- 
dier<xeQerai  William  Hull  aforesaid,  tad 
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all  live  pubHc  ffiid  wms,  aiui  al!  p'lildic  i  being  ilien  aiid  them  commaniicj'  of  *(116  ^iiiiT 
d(K‘uin4l)U,  inclntiii’.g  every  tiling  else  of  a  fort,  eulletl  Fort  Oelroit,  bcioiiging  l(»  the 
public  :>atii re  ap|>erlauiiiig  to  ^11*0  ^aid  fort,  {  saiii  United  States  as  albresuitl.)  cid  thei»  anil 
.called  Em  t  Detroit,  aiu!  (o  the  raid  nortli- j  liiere  trailorouviy  a*.id  shamefully  ahaiuJoc 
westeri  army  of  the  Kai<l  United  States,  under  I  and  surrender  the  said  tort,  called  l^ort  De- 


'  ^he  tof  inand  of  the  said  Jlh  igadier  Ueueral  |  treit,  to  tlic  enemies  of  the  said  L' idled  States 
Wiiliatf  Hull  as  aloresaid.  And  that  in  j'rO' j  to  wit :  to  the  said  Dritish  troops  under  the 
sccutufc  of  the  said  tiaitoions  conspiracy  iind  coininand  of  Major  Uencral  Ihock  as  afore- 
cojiihiiition,  ti'.p  said  iJrig.aiiier  Cieiieial  ^Vil-  'saul  ;  and  did  llien  aiid  there,  by  the  means 
liam  Ilidl  did  then  and  there,  vviifullly  and  aforesaid,  t»aitorou.sly  auiiere  to  the  euenru^s 
ti-ailormsly  neglect  and  omit  to  it!(>»ir  and  of  the  said  U  in  ted .  States,  giving  them  aid 
‘Strengthen  the  wenks  of  the  said  fort,  eulied  and  coinibrt. 

•Fort  Dftroit,  tlien  and  tlicj’e  under  his  coni-  charge  ii.. 

inand  1%.  aibrcsaMi,  and  to  put  tJie  saiiAe  (tege-  Cowardice  at  and  in  the  neighbourhood  ai' 
tfier  will  tlie  said  guns  and  gun  carriages  be-  Detroit,  between  llic  first  day  oi  July  and  t.’ic 
longin;*  tbcrcto)  into  a  proper  state  and  ton-  sevciitecntb  day  ot  August,  in  the  year  one 
dilion  or  resistance  and  doicnce  against  the  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 
approJ’bes,  attacks  and  assaults  of  the  ene-  h'iral  specykation,  in  this  :  'J'liat  during  the 
lilies  <f  the  said  United  JStateS.  And  did  then  said  war  as  aiuresaid,  carried  on  and  prosccii- 
and  ttere  vvilfully  and  traitorously  neglect  and  ted  by  and  betiveen  the  said  Cmted  felatcs  of 
omit  to  fortify  the  places  and  iKisses  at  and  |  America  and  their  territories,  and  the  said 
iio^.r  fo  the  sai<l  fort,  called  Fort  iAdroit,  by  j  united  kingdom  of  Great-Dritain  and  Ireland 
aod  lirough  which  the  troops  of  tlie  enemies  !  and  the  dependencies  Iheitof,  the  said  Driga- 
of  th5  said  United  JStates  niight  then  and  there  ;  diir  Cieueial  William  liuli,  oominanding  the 
i*eas>nably  be  expected  to  approach,  and  did  j  norHiwestcrn  army  oi  tiie  said  United  Stales 
■approach,  the  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  albre  >aid,  having  entered  the  said  Driti'^li 
tiirthe  purpose  of  attacking  and  subduing  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  in  prosecution  of 
sane.  And  did  then  and  there  traitorously  Uie  said  w'ar  on  belialf  of  the  -said  UmlcMi 
.Hejlect  and  omit  to  oppose,  resist,  r<ij[)el  and  iiitales,  and  !»eiug  there  in  possession  of  the 
deeat,  and  to  attemjit  to  repel  and  d^deat  the  town  of  JSaiulivicn  and  tlie  adjacent  conmry, 
ir*ops  of  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  in  the  name  and  on  lieiiulf  of  the  said  United 
.States,  in  their  hostile  preparations,  and  ap-  bitates,  and  liaving  declared  and  avowed  tlie 
•pioach  to  and  towards  the  said  fort,  called  intention  of  attacking  and  sundning  the  Ikitish 
IKirt  Detroit,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  and  fort  called  i>Ialden,  oLiicrwise  called  Aiuherst- 
^ibduing  the  same.  And  that  in  further  pio-  j  burgh,  in  the  said  British  province  of  Upper 
isccutioii  and  completion  of  the  said  traitorous  |  Canada,  and,  generally,  of  maintaining  and 
conspiracy  and  coinbinatiou,  the  said  Briga-  enlarging  his  position  and  possession  in  the 
.fjer  General  William  Hull  did  tJmn  and  there  said  Biitisli  provmce  of  Upper  Canada,  on  tiu' 
tr  aitorously  and  shamefully  abandon  and  sur-  eightJi  day  of  August,  iu  the  year  one  thousand 
fender  the  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  then  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  at  ISandwich  afore- 
md  theie  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  said,  in  the  British  province  of  Upper  Cana* 
(which  it  was  his  duty  then  and  there  to  da  aforesaid,  did  then  and  there  misbehave 
aiaintain  and  defend,)  together  with  all  the  himself  before  the  enemy,  and  shamefully  mar 
hoops,  regulars  as  well  as  militia,  then  and  nifest  an  luidue  fear  and  apprehension  of  dan* 
there  in  the  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  then  ger,  by  a  course  of  conduct  and  coaversution 
and  there  belonging  to  the  said  United  States  evincing  personal  alarm,  agitation  of  mind  ami 
as  aforesaid, and  all  the  public  stores  and  arms,  privation  oi‘ judgment,  by  abaixloning  the  said 
and  public  documents,  iuGhiding  every  thing  object  and  design  oi’ attacking  the  said  British 
«lse  of  a  public  nature,  in  and  appertaining  to  Ibrt  called  Malden,  otherwise  called  Amlicrst* 
the  said  ibrt,  called  Fort  Detroit,  am)  to  the  burgh,  by  quitting  the  position  lyid  possession 
said  northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  taken  at  the  town  of  Sandwich'und  in  the  ad- 
States,  then  and  there  under  his  commaiid  as  jac«nt  country,  in  the  Bi'itisli  province  of 
aforesaid,  unto  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  and  by  retreating 
States,  to  wit ;  to  the  British  forces  then  and  abruptly  from  and  out  of  tlie  said  British  pro- 
there  under  the  command  of  Major  General  vince  of  Upper  Canada  to  Detroit,  in  the  tcr- 
Brock  ;  whereby  the  said  William  Hull,  on  ritory  of  Michigan  aibresaid,  without  any 
the  said  sixteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  cause  lor  so  doing,  arising  from  the  superior 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  afore-  miinbers,  state  and  condition  of  the  British 
said,  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  territory  of.  forces  which  were  then  ^id  there  opposed  to 
Michigan  aforesaid,  (being  then  and  there  a  ..  the  said  army  of  the  said  United  States,  un- 
citizen  of  the  said  United  States,  owing  alle-  j  der  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier  Gene* 
fiance  to  the  said.  United  States,  and  being  j  ral  William  Hull,  and  without  any  other  just 
Then  and  there  a  brigadier  general  in  the  •  and  siifficieut  cause  whatsoever ;  whereby  the 
army  of* tlie  said  United  States,  and  being  .  officei*s  and  soldiers  of  the  said  nortUwe.steiii 
then  and  there  ^mrnander  of  the  said  north-  army  of  the  said  United  States,  then  and  there 
trestera  army  of  the  said  United  States*  and  [under  the  coiucand  of  the  gaid  Brigadity  Ge- 
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W»nil  Winiarn  wore  Inducrd  to  fosc  and  Third  spfcijicallon.  And,  also,  in  (his  :  That 
did  lose  alf  ronfldence  in  the  personal  courage  during  tlie  said  war,  carried  on  and  prosecii- 
and  the  military  capacity  of  their  said  com-  ted  l>y  and  hctw'cen  the  said  United  States  of 
maiider;  the  inlialiitants  of  the  said  Briti!;}i  America  and  their  territories,  and  the*  said 
province  of  Upper  Caimda  were  taught  to  united  kingdom  of  Great-Britain  aid  Irelanl 
distmst  the  power  and  professions  of  the  in-  cand  the  dependencies  thereof,  to  wit :  on  the 
vading  general;  a  shade  was  cast  upon  the  sixteenth  day  of  Augtist,  in  the  year  one  thou*- 
reputation  of  the  American  arms;  and  the  sand  eight  Iiund red  and  twelve  aforesaid,  the 
service  of  the  said  United  States,  in  the  pro-  British  forces  under  the  command  of  Major 
lecntion  of  tlie  said  war,  suffered  great  detri-  General  Brock,  having  crossed  the  Slid  River 
ment  and  disadvantage.  Detroit,  having  landed  at  a  place  calkd  Spring 

Second  spevificfithm.  And  also,  in  this  :  That  Wells,  oiiierwise  callcti  Spring  Iliil,  in  the 
during  the  said  war  so  as  aforesaid  earriefl  on  said  territory  of  Michigan,  and  having  thence 
an<l  prosecijted  by  and  between  the  sai4j  Unit-  marched  towards  the  said  fort  ofDet'oit  with 
ed  Slates  of  America  and  their  territories,  and  the  <lesi2f)  to  attack  the  same,  the  said  Bri- 
the  said  imited  kingdom  of  Great-Brilaln  and  g  ulicr  General  Hull,  on  the  said  sixteenth 
Ireland  and  the  dependencies  tliercof,  to  wit:  <iay  of  Augcist,  in  the  year  one  thoiisind  cigh4 
on  the  fd'lceoth  day  of  Augu’‘  t,  in.thc  ycarom*  li!indro<l  and  twelve  aforesaid,  at  Detroit 
thousand  eight  liniidred  and  twelve  atoresai4l,  aforesaid,  in  the  said  territory  of  Michigan, 
the  enemy  having  raised  certain  batteries  on  (l>eing  then  and  there  commander  of  the  said 
the  hanks  of  the  saki  River  Detroit,  in  the  fort  of  Detroit,  arul  being  then  aiid  there 
paid  British  province  of  l^pper  Canafla,  oppo-  commander  of  the  said  north  western  array  of 
site  tlie  said  Kort  Detroit,  and  certain  Ameri-  the  sai«l  United  States,)  did  then  a?il  there, 
tan  posts  and  batteries  established  and  erect-  during  all  the  time  of  the  enemy's  crossrag" 
cd  near  the  said  Fori  Detroit,  in  the  said  ter-  the  said  River  Detroit  as  aforesaid,  landing  at 
wtory  of  Michigan,  and  a  cannonade  being  the  said  Spring  Wells,  otherwise  caHcri  Spring 
coinineiiced  from  the  said  batteries  of  the  enc-  Hill  as- aforesaid,  and  marching  towtrds  the 
jfiy  against  and  ut»on  the  sjiid  fort  of  Detroit,  said  Fort  Detroit  as  aforesaid,  with  tte  design 
.and  the  said  American- posts  and  batteries  es-  to  attack  the  same  as  aforesaid,  shimernri3r 
tablished  and  erected  near  thereto,  in  the  said  inisl>ehave  himself  before  the  cnemy^and  ma- 
territory  of  Michigan,  the  said  Brigadier  Ge-  nifest  great  fear  and  apprehension  ofpei'sonaf 
nt*ra4  William  Hull,  on  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  danger,  by  varions  tiiryd  and  cowardb  action^' 
Aitgnst,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  Imn-  and  expressions,  then  and  there  usee  and  ut- 
4i  <'d  and  ^velve  aforesaid,  at  Detroit  arc;i*e-  tered,  in  the  presence  of  t lie  officers  and  sol- 
sai<J,  in  the  territory  of  IVIichigan  aforesaid,  diers  belonging  to  the  said  northwcsl^rn  army 
flu'ing  then  and  tlicre  commander  of  the  said  of  the  said  United  States,  then  and  tiere  un- 
Fort  Detroit  and  of  (he  said  American  posts  der  his  rommand  as  aforesaid  ;  by  avoiding  alt* 
and  batteries,  established  and  ercctcfl  near  personal  danger  f»-oin  making  an  att!!m;>t  t© 
thereto^  in  the  said  territory  of  Michigan,  and  prevent  the  enemy’s  crossing  the  sid  River 
being  then  and  there  commander  of  the  said  Detroit,  and  lamling  at  the  sard  Spria];  Wells, 
northwestern  army  of  the  said  Unite<l  Stales,)  otherwise  called  Spring  Hill ;  by  av^d'ng  alt 
did  then  and  there  during  the  continuance  of  personal  danger-  from  reconnoitring  the  ene- 
the  cannonade  aforesaid^  shamefully  misbe-  my  in  battle,  on  the  said  march  of  tlie  enemy 
have  himself  l»efore  the  enemy,  and  manifest  towanls  the  said  fort  of  Detroit ;  hastily 
great  fear  and  apprehension  of  personal  dan-  sending  flags  of  truce  to  the  enemy  with  over- 
ger,  hy  a  course  of  conduct  and  conversation  turcs  for  a  capitulation;  by  anxioq^ly  wdth- 
cvincing  personal  alarm,  agitation  of  mind  drawing  his  person  from  the  American  troops 
and  privation  of  judgment,  and  particularly  in  the  open  field  to  a  place  of  coiiparative 
by  various  timid  and  cowardly  actions  and  ex-  safety,  within  the  walls  of  the  said  Fort  De-* 
pressions  then  and  there  used  and  uttered  in  troit;  by  an  irresolute  fluctuation  ql'  orders, 
the  presence  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  tiien  sometimes  inconsistent  with  earh*qther,  and 
and  there  liolonginj  to  the  said  northwestern  sometimes  iiM*ohereiit  in  themselves;  by  for- 
army  of  the  said  United  States,  and  then  and  bidding  the  American  artillery  to  ft  e  on  the 
there  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  as  well  army,  on  the  said  march  of  the  enemy  towards 
in  the  public  street  of  the  town  of  Detroit,  as  the  s.aid  Fort  Detroit;  by  caHing  tlie  Araeri- 
iu  places  adjacent  to  the  said  fort  of  Detroit,  can  troops  from  the  field,  and  crowding  them 
aiul  the  said  American  posts  and  batteries  es-  in  the  said  Fort  Detroit,  while  the  enemy 
tablisfird  and  erected  near  tliereto,  in  the  said  was  ori  the  said  march  towards  the  kaid  Fort 
territory  of  Michigan  p  whereby  a  fatal  encoiji-  Detroit;  by  a  precipitate  detdaration  to  the^ 
ragement  was  afforded  for  the  hostile  enter-  enemy,  that  he  swrrenderd  the  said  Fort  De¬ 
prises  of  the  enemy,  a  pernicious  example  troit,  and  the  said  northwestern  aroiy  of  the 
(calculated  to  intimidate  and  to  disorganisie)  said  United  States,  before  terms  of  capitula- 
was  triven  to  the  American  droops  and  tlieser-  tion  were  signed  or  considered,  or  even  sug- 
vic  •  of  the  United  States  in  the  prosecution  gested;  and,  ;^nerally,  by  a  course  of  conduot 
of  the  said  war,  was  exposed  to  ha*ard,  sbwue  and  conversation  evincing  personal  fi:ar,  agi- 
and  disappoliitiaeut.  •  .  I  tation  of  mind,  and  privation  of  judgment ; 
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whereby  the  saM  fort  of  Detroit,  and  the  said 
norlhweslern  army  of  U»e  said  United  JStates, 
then  and  there  under  the  coininand  of  the 
eaid  Brignlier  General  William  Hull,  were 
tlien  and  there  rendered  an  ea‘*y  and  certain 
conquest  to  the  approaching  enemy ;  the  otli- 
cers  and  ®ldiersof  a  gallant  army  (compelled 
by  the  obligations  of  the  military  law  to  obey 
the  orderi  of  their  commainler)  were  ex|K)scd 
to  unmented  mortification  and  reproach  :  and 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  pro¬ 
secution  of  the  war,  suffered  great  detriment 
and  discredit. 

Fourti  specification.  And, also,  in  this;  That 
during  tke  said  war  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on 
and  prosecuted  by  and  between  the  said  Uni¬ 
ted  States  and  their  territories,  and  the  said 
united  kingdom  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  to  w  it :  on  the 
sixteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thou¬ 
sand  ei^it  liiiiulred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  at 
Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan 
aforesau),  the  said  Fort  Detroit  being  tlieii 
<fcitd  thei0  well  garrisoned  and  siqiplied  with 
cannon,  ammunition  and  provisions  ;  the  said 
northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States 
being  lh«n  and  there  w'ell  supplied  witlharms, 
ammunition  and  provisions ;  and  the  officers 
and  soidi|?rs  thereof,  being  then  and  there  in 
high  spirits,  and  eager  to  meet  and  encounter 
the  eneiijy  in  battle;  and  a  fine  train  of  artil- 
Jery  beii^  then  and  there  subject  to  the  or¬ 
ders  anddisposal  of  the  said  Brigadier  Gene¬ 
ral  HuJU  for  the  purposes  of  defence  or  at¬ 
tack,  yet  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  (tl|?ii  and  there  being  commander  of  the 
said  Fort  Detroit;  and  of  the  said  northwest¬ 
ern  army  of  the  said  United  States,)  acting 
uiion  thciimpulse  of  personal  fear  and  appre¬ 
hension,  and  contemplating  as  the  means  of 
personal  safety,  a  shameful  abandonment  and 
surrende* of  the  said  Fort  Detroit,  and  of  the 
said  nor  hi  western  army  of  the  said  United 
States,  lihder  his  command  as  aforesaid,  to 
the  appriaching  enemy,  did  then  and  there 
shamefully  misbehave  himself  before  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  (|d  then  and  there  enter  into  a  dis¬ 
graceful  capitulation  with  the  enemy,  contain¬ 
ing  no  citisolatory  stipulation  that  the  said 
garrison  aad  army  should  march  out  of  the  said 
Fort  Detroit  with  the  honours  of  war  ;  no  Just 
and  humaae  stipulation  for  the  security  and 
protection  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  as 
had  accepted  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil¬ 
liam  Hull*s  invitation  to  join  the  American 
standard  ;  n.'ir  any  reasonable  stipulation  for 
an  opportunity  of  reporting  to  the  secretary 
for  the  department  of  war  the  circumstances 
of  so  important  and  unexpected  an  event ;  and 
did  then  and  there  shamefully  abandon,  sur¬ 
render  and  give  up  the  said  fort  of  Detroit,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as  well  as 
militia,  then  and  there  under  his  command  as 
aforesaid,  and  all  the  public  stores  and  arms, 
'arud*all  Uie  public  docuiaeDts,'  including  every 


thing  else  of  a  public  nature  bchnigiiig  to  tlif 
said  fort  of  Detroit,  and  to  the  said  north¬ 
western  army  of  tjie  United  Slates,  then  and 
there  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
said  approaching  enemy,  to  wit :  to  the  Bri¬ 
tish  forces  under  the  coinniatid  of  Major  Ge¬ 
neral  Brock,  without  any  cause  for  so  doing, 
arising  from  its  siifierior  numbers,  state  and 
condition  of  the  said  British  forces ;  or  from 
the  actual  w  ant,  or  Just  expectation  of  sudden 
want  of  arms,  ammunitions  and  provisions 
for  the  said  Fort  Detroit,  and  the  said  north¬ 
western  army  of  the  said  United  States,  and 
without  any  other  adequate  cause  whatso¬ 
ever;  whereby  tlie  territorial  sovereignty, 
rights  and  property  of  the  said  United  States 
were  shameful ly  ceded  to  the  enemy  :  a  brave 
and  palriolic  army  was  wantonly  sacrificed  by 
the  persona!  fears  of  tlic  cominaculer  ;  aiul  the 
service  of  the  said  United  Slates,  in  the  pro¬ 
secution  of  the  said  war,  tutfered  a  great  and 
afiiicting  loss. 

CHARGE  III. 

Neglect  of  duty  and  nnofficerlikc  conduct^ 
while  eoiiHnoudirig  a  sejiiirate  army,  between 
the  ninth  of  April  and  the  seventeenth  of  Au¬ 
gust,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  lunidred 
and  twelve. 

First  specification.  In  this :  That  before 
and  during  the  said  war,  earned  on  and  prose¬ 
cuted  as  aforesaid,  by  and  between  the  said 
United  States  of  America  and  their  territo¬ 
ries,  and  the  said  united  kingdom  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  ‘dependencies 
thereof,  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  being  duly  appointed  to  command  the 
northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States, 
did  actually  take  and  assume  the  command 
of  the  said  army,  on  or  about  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  at  or  near  Dayton,  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  and  did  thence  constantly  continue  in 
the  actual  command  of  tlio  said  army,  as  well 
on  the  march  from  Dayton  aforesaid,  to  De¬ 
troit,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  and  at  De¬ 
troit  aforesaid,  as  in  the  British  province  of 
Upper  Canada,  until  his  capitulation  with  the 
enemy,  and  the  consequetit  surrender  of  Fort 
Detroit,  in  the  said  Michigan  territory,  w  ith 
all  the  troops,  regulars  and  militia  under  his 
command,  to  the  British  forces  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Brock,  to  wit :  at 
Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan 
aforesaid,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  aforesaid.  And  that  the  said  Briga¬ 
dier  General  William  Hull,  unmindful  of  the 
important  trust  reposed  in  him,  during  all  the 
time  aforesaid,  and  as  w'cll  on  the  march  of 
the  said  army  from  Dayton  aforesaid,  to  De¬ 
troit  aforesaid,  and  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  as  in 
the  British  province  of  Upper  Canada  afore¬ 
said,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and  of  uii- 
ofiicerlike  conduct,  by  neglerting  and  omit¬ 
ting,  with  sufficient  care  and  frequency  to  in¬ 
spect,  train,  exercise,  review,  and  order,  and 
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to  ^o  be  inspected/  trained,  exercised, 
reviewed,  ami  ordered,  the  same  army  iiudef 
his  com inand  as  aforesaid ,  and,  also,  by  ne> 
gleet in«r  and  omitting,  in  doe  form  and  time 
to  prepare  an  order  of  battle,  and  to  make 
the  same  known  to  the  said  army  on  the 
march  from  Dayton  aforesaki,  to  Detroit  alb  re¬ 
paid,  in  the  Michigan  territory  aforesaid, 
whereby  the  discipline  of  the  troops  under 
the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier  General 

i  Ilia  111  Hull  as  aforesaid,  was  in  danger  of 
being  relaxed  ;  their  comfort  was  liable  to  be 
impair#id;  their  confidence  in  the  military 
skill  and  disjKisition  of  iheir  commander  was 
diminished  ;  and  the  said  army  w  as  exposed 
to  the  hazard  of  disorder  and  defeat  in  t!ic 
event  of  an  attack  being  made  thereon  by  the 
enemy. 

SecomI  spec lfi.cal inn.  And,  also,  in  this  : 
7'hat  during  the  said  war  so  as  aforesaid  car¬ 
ried  on  and  pmseciited  by  and  between  the 
said  United  States  of  America  and  their  ter- 
iMtorios,  and  the  said  united  kingdom  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dcj>endeucies 
thereof,  to  wit :  on  or  about  the  first  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  one  tluue-and  eight  hundred 
and  twelve  al'oresaid,  at  the  rapids  of  the  Hiver 
Miami,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  the  said 
Erigadicr  General  William  Hull,  tlieii  iuid 
there  c<  iniTtatuling  the  said  northwestern  ar¬ 
my  of  the  saiil  United  States  on  the  march 
tijcreof  from  Dayton,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  to 
Detroit  al'oresaid,  in  the  territory  of  Miciiigan 
aforesaid,  then  and  there  having  siillicient 
cause  to  know  or  to  believe,  that  war  tlten 
existed  between  the  said  Uniteil  States  and 
their  territoi  ies,  and  the  said  united  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Irelaml,  and  the  depend¬ 
encies  thereof,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty 
and  of  iknotb^rlikc  conduct,  by  then  and 
there  hiring  or  causing  to  be  hircti,  an  unarm¬ 
ed  vessel,  and  putting  or  causing  to  be  put  on 
txiard  thereof,  to  be  transjunteil  by  water 
passage  from  thc  sahl  rapids  of  the  Uiver  Mi¬ 
ami  of  the  I^akc,  to  Detroit  aforesaid  (the  said 
Brigadier  General  Witliam  Hull  having  sufti- 
cieiit  cause  to  know  or  to  believe  the  inunintMit 
danger  of  capture  by  the  enemy  to  which  the 
said  unarmed  vessel  on  the  passage  aforesaid, 
would  be  exjiosed)  certain  sick  Soldiers,  and  a 
great  part  of  the  hospital  stores  belonging  to 
the  said  ainny,  together  with  a  trunk,  contain¬ 
ing  (among  other  tliiiigs)  the  papers  herein 
after  nienUoiic<I,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
said  Brigadier  Cieneral  William  Hull  most 
CHrefully  to  keep  and  preserve  from  the  know¬ 
ledge  and  view  of  the  enemy,  that  is  to  say  : 
the  otficral  correspondence  of  the  secretary  of 
.the  department  of  war  and  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull,  as  well  touching  the 
expedition  on  which  the  said  northwestern 
army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  was 
then  employed,  as  touching  a  declaration  of 
war  by  the  said  United  States  of  America 
a2:ain«t  tlie  said  united  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tldu  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  there- 
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I  of:  ami,  also,  certain  other  official  muster 
I  rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of  the  num tiers, 
{ stale,  and  condition  of  tiie  said  army  under 
his  command  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  un¬ 
armed  vessel  on  the  passage  aforesaid,  from 
the  said  rapids  of  the  liiver  Miami  of  the  Lake 
towards  Detroit  aforesaid,  afterwards  to  wit: 
on  or  about  the  second  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve 
aforesaid,  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  having 
on  board  thereof,  at  the  time  of  such  capture,, 
the  said  sick  soldiers,  the  said  hospital  stores, 
and  the  said  trunk,  containing  the  said  official 
correspondence,  and  also  the  said  muster  rolls, 
reports,  and  returns  of  Uie  numhei's,  -state, 
and  condition  of  the  said  army  ;  whereby  the 
said  sick  soldiers  were  made  prisoners  of  war; 
the  said  hospital  stores  were  lost  to  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States ;  and  the  said  official  correspond¬ 
ence,  and  the  said  muster  rolls,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  number,  state,  and  condition 
of  the  said  army,  came  into  the  possession, 
knowledge,  and  use  of  the  enemies  of  the-Uni- 
te<l  States,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  sakl 
United  States. 

IMrd  spccijicdtion.  And,  also,  in  this  : — 
That  during  the  said  war  so  as  aforesaid  car¬ 
ried  on  and  prosecuted  by  and  between  the 
said  United  Stales  of  America  and  tlieir  ter¬ 
ritories,  and  the  said  united  kingdom  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,  tJie  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  having  arrived  with  the  said  nerthwest- 
ern  army  of  the  said  United  States  under  his 
command  as  aforesaid,  at  Detroit,  in  the  ter- 
litory  of  Michigan,  on  the  seveiitJi  day  of  Ju¬ 
ly,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred 
and  twelve  aforesaid,  and  having  the  posses¬ 
sion  and  command  of  the  said  tort  of  Detroit, 
from  that  time,  constantly,  until  tJie  aban¬ 
donment  and  siirrcndcr  tliereof  to  the  British 
force?  under  the  command  of  Major  General 
Brock,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  August,,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  huiidretl  and  twelve 
aforesaid,  and  finding  upon  his  said  arrival  at 
Detroit  atbresaid,  that  the  works  of  the  said 
Fort  Detroit  weivr  greatly  damaged  anti  dila¬ 
pidated,  and  that  tlie  guns  and  gun  carriages 
lielonging  to  the  said  fort  of  I>eU*oit  were  al¬ 
so  da'uaged  and  out  of  repair;  and,  moreorer, 
well  knowing  tl  e  im|x?rtance  of  the  said  Fort 
Detroit  to  the  service  of  tlie  said  United 
States  in  the  opcTations  of  the  said  war,  and 
that  the  same  (together  ?vith  the  said  guns 
and  gun  carriages^  should  lie  put  and  kept  in 
proper  order  and  repair,  was  guilty  of  neglect 
of  duty  by  neglecting  and  omittiug,  during  all 
the  time  of  his  possession  and  command  aa 
aforesaid,  in  a  proper  and  sufficient  manner 
to  repair  and  strengthen,  or  cause  to  be  re¬ 
paired  and  strengthened,  the  works  of  the 
said  Fort  Detroit,  by  neglecting  and  omitting, 
in  a  proper  and  suffii'ient  manner,  and  in  due 
time  for  the  service  i>f  the  said  United  Statens, 
to  repair  or  cause  to  be  repaired,  the  said 
guns  and  gun  carriagi^s,  and  generally,  by  ue- 
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glecting  and  omitting  to  \»ut  or  cause  to  l>o  i  called  Aniher5lburgli,and  by  finally  cvacuatint 
put  the  said  fort  of  Detroit  in  a  proper  state  the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada, 
and  condition  for  resistance  and  defence  in  without  haariiig  provideil  etrectiially,  in  any 
the  event  of  an  invasion  and  attack  !)y  the  respect,  for  the  safety  of  the  Inhabitants 
enemy ;  wliercby  the  said  Fort  Detroit  was  thereof,  who  had  accepted  the  said  Brigadier 
left  an  easy  conquest  to  the  enemy  ;  the  said  General  William  Hull’s  invitation  to  join  the 
^iins  and  gun  carriages,  iK'iug  afterwards  ro-  American  standard,  and  without  having,  in 
quired  for  the  service  of  the  said  United  any  degree  accoinplislied  the  said  intention 
^5tates,  in  the  British  province  of  Upper  Cana-  and  design  of  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
da,  w’cre  still  found  unfit  for  transportation  liam  Hull,  so  as  aforesaid  declareil  and  avow- 
and  use ;  grea,t  time  was  consumed  in  pro-  ed  upon  the  invasion  of  the  said  British  pro¬ 
paring  and  fitting  them  for  the  said  service;  vince  as  afore.said ;  whereby  an  o|iportunity 
and  the  operations  of  the  war  were  fatally  was  offered  to  the  enemy  to  bring  into  suspi- 
j«bstriictcd  and  suspended.  cion  and  contempt  the  pf)wer  and  the  conduct 

Fimrth  specification.  And,  also,  in  this  : —  of  the  American  commander ;  to  collect  and 
That  durius  the  said  war  so  as  aforesaid  car-  conihine  the  BritisJi  forces  ;  to  seduce,  inti- 


ried  on  and  prosecuted  by  amt  between  the 
said  United  States  of  America  and  their  ter¬ 
ritories,  and  the  said  iiidtcd  kingdom  ofGreat- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  declaring  and  avowing  an  intention  and 
design,  with  the  said  northwestern  army  of 
the  said  United  States  under  his  command  as 
aforesaid,  to  invade  and  enter  the  British 
province  of  Upper  Canada,  to  invest  and  at¬ 
tack  the  British  fort  called  Malden,  otherwise 
called  Amherstbnrgh,  in  tlie  said  Britidi  pro- 
Tince,  and  to  maintain  and  enlarge  his  {posi¬ 
tion  and  possession  in  the  said  British  pro¬ 
vince,  and  well  knowing  that  expedition, 
resolution  and  energy  were  indispensible  to 
to  the  prosecution  and  accomplishment  ofsucii  I 
intention  and  design,  and  having  arrived  at{ 
Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan 
aforesaid,  on  the  7tli  day  of  July,  1812,  afore¬ 
said,  and  having  invaded  the  said  British  pro¬ 
vince  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  12th  day  of 
July  in  the  year  aforesaid,  and  therein  taken 
possession  of  the  town  of  Sandwich  aforesaid, 
and  having  with  the  main  body  of  his  said 
army  evai  uated  the  said  British  province  of 
Upper  Canada,  on  the  8th  day  of  Aiigtist,  in 
the  year  afore.said,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of 
duty  and  unoflicerlike  conduct,  by  not  season¬ 
ably  repairing,  fitting,  and  transporting,  or 
causing  to  be  repaired,  fitted,  and  transport¬ 
ed,  the  guns  and  gun  carriages  which  were  ne¬ 
cessary  to  the  o{)crations  of  the  war  in  the 
said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  by  an 
useless  and  injurious  waste  of  time  and  oppor¬ 
tunity  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the  said  Bri¬ 
tish  province  of  Upper  Canada,  without 
making  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  said  British 
fort  called  Malden,  otherwise  called  Amherst- 
burgh,  by  an  unnecessary  consumption  of  time, 
in  projects  to  conciliate  the  British  inliabi- 
tants  of  the  said  Britisli  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  the  neighbouring  Indians,  without 
•resorting  to  a  more  effectual  display  of  mili¬ 
tary  power,  capacity  and  disposition  to  main¬ 
tain  the  acquisitions  ot‘  conquest,  and  to  per¬ 
form  the  promises  of  protection,  by  postpon¬ 
ing  in  the  first  instance,  and  by  abandoning  in 
the  next,  an  investment  and  attack  upon  the 
said.  British  Ibrt  called  Malden,  otherwise 


midatc,  and  engage  the  Indians;  to  awe  into 
subiection  the  wavering  inhabitants  of  the 
said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada;  to 
reinforce  tlie  said  British  fort  called  Malden, 
otherwise  called  Amhei'stburgh;  and  to  prepare 
for  investing  and  attacking  the  said  fort  of 
Detroit,  in  the  said  territory  of  Michigan, 
while  on  the  other  hand,  the  said  army  of  the 
said  United  States,  under  the  command  of  the 
said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  as  afore¬ 
said,  diminished  in  effective  numbers,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  sicknc.ss  and  other  casualties  ;  the 
officers  .and  sohliers  naturally  became  dissatis¬ 
fied  and  disgusted  with  a  scene  of  such  inac¬ 
tivity,  irresolution,  and  procrastination ;  tiie 
Iiope  of  support  and  co-operation,  as  wull  from 
the  Indians  as  from  the  Britisli  inhahitaiits  of 
the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada, 
was  destroyed,  anti  the  general  ardour  of  the 
troops,  in  {he  prosecutiou  of  the  war,  insensi¬ 
bly  abated. 

FjJ'lk  specification.  And,  abo,  in  this  :  That 
I  during  the  continuance  of  the  said  war,  carri- 
(hI  on  and  jiroscciited  as  aforesaid,  by  aud  be- 
I  tween  tlie  said  United  States  of  America  and 
I  their  territories,  and  the  said  united  kirigdoin 
of  Great-Britaiii  and  Ireland,  and  the  depen- 
dcncie.s  thereof,  the  said  Brigadier  Gener.l 
William  Hull,  with  the  saiil  northwestern 
army  of  the  said  United  States  under  his  com¬ 
mand  as  aforesaid,  arrived  at  Detroit  afore¬ 
said,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid, 
to  wit,  on  the  seventh  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  afore¬ 
said  ;  that  with  the  said  army  under  bis  com¬ 
mand  as  aforesaid,  he  entered  and  invaded  the 
.said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  to  wit, 
on  the  12tb  day  of  July,  in  the  year  afore¬ 
said  ;  that  with  the  main  body  of  the  said 
army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  he  eva¬ 
cuated  the  said  British  province  of  Upper 
Canada  on  the  eighth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  aforesaid,  thence  returning  to  Detroit 
aforesaid,  in  the  said  territory  of  Michigan, 
and  that  ho  abandoned,  surrendered  and  gave 
up  the  said  Fort  Detroit,  with  all  the  troops, 
regulars  as  well  as  militia,  under  his  command 
as  aforesaid,  to  the  British  forces  under  the 
command  of  Major  Gen.  Brock,  to  wit,  on  the 
sixteenth  day  of  Augirst,  iu  the  year  aforesaid; 
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and  that  during  aH  the  tnoreinents  aforesaid,  |  ply  of  provisions,  (the  said  Brigadier  General 
and  during  all  the  time  aforesaid,  to  wit,  from  William  Hull  having  sufficient  cause  to  know 
the  said  seventh  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  or  believe  that  the  said  last  mentioned  de- 
tlioiisand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  tacbment  was  at  or  near  Brownstown  afore« 
to  and  including  the  said  sixteenth  day  of  Au-  said,  on  its  march  atbre«aid,  upon  the  service 
gtist,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  it  was  of  high  iin-  aforesaid,  in  want  of  provisions,  and  that  they 
portancc  to  the  security  and  supply  of  the  could  not  prosecute  and  accomplish  the  said 
said  Fort  Detroit,  and  said  army  of  the  United  service,  unless  an  adequate  supply  ofprovi- 
States,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Briga-  sions  was  furnished  and  forwarded  to  them,  at 
dier  General  William  Hull,  as  aforesaid,  that  or  near  Brownstown  aforesaid  ;)  and,  also, 
a  tree  and  open  communication  should  be  had,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  fourteenth  day  oi 
and  preserved,  between  the  said  fort  of  De-  August,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  detaching  Colo- 
troit  and  the  said  army  of  the  said  United  nel  Duncan  M‘Arthur,  colonel  of  a  regiment 
States,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Briga-  of  Ohio  volunteers,  and  Colonel  Lewis  Cass« 
dier  General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  and  colonel  of  another  regiment  of  Ohio  volun- 
a  certain  American  settlement  and  military  teers,  with  the  number  or  about  the  number 
post,  made  and  established  at  the  Hiver  Rai-  of  four  hundred  men,  as  well  to  attempt  again 
sin,  in  the  said  territory  of  Michigan ;  and  to  open  the  said  communication  between  tlie 
that  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  said  Fort  Detroit  and  the  said  army  of  the 
well  knowing  the  premises,  but  unmindful  of  said  United  States,  under  the  command  of  the 
the  trust  reposed  in  him,  was  guilty  of  ne-  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  as  afore- 
glect  of  duty  and  unoffiecriike  conduct,  by  said,  and  the  said  American  settlement  and 
suffering  the  enemy  to  intcfnipt  and  cut  off  military  post  at  the  Kiver  Raisin  aforesaid, 
the  said  communication  between  the  said  in  the  territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  as  to 
fort  of  Detroit  and  the  said  army  of  the  said  escort  certain  provisions  from  the  said  Vme- 
United  States  under  his  command  as  afore-  j  rican  settlement  and  military  post  of  Detroit 
said,  and  the  said  American  settlement  and  |  aforesaid,  without  issuing,  furnishing  and  for- 
military  post  made  and  established  at  the  !  warding,  or  causing  to  be  issued,  furnished  and 
River  Raisin  aforesaid,  in  the  territory  of  Mi-  forwarded  to  the  said  last  mentioned  detach- 
chigan  aforesaid,  to  wit,  on  the  first  day  of  meiit,  an  adequate  supply  of  provisions  for  the 
August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  h?in-  scrvi<‘e  on  which  they  were  employed  as  afbre- 
dred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  or  on  some  other  said,  (the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull 
day  of  the  said  month  of  August,  or  on  some  having  sufficient  cause  to  know  or  to  believe 
other  day  of  the  preceding  mouth  of  July,  in  that  tJie  said  last  mentioned  detachment  was 
the  year  aforesaid,  also,  by  afterwards,  to  wit,  in  want  of  a  further  supply  of  provisions  upon 
on  the  fourth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  afore-  the  service  aforesaid,  and  that  they  could  not 
said,  detaching  Major  Tliomas  B.  Van  Horne,  prosecute  and  accomplish  the  said  service  un- 
of  Colonel  James  Findley’s  regiment  of  Ohio  |  less  such  further  supply  was  issued,  furnished 
Toluntecrs,  w'ith  an  inadeqtiate'  force,  (tlie  j  and  forwarded  to  them ;)  whereby  the  said 
said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  having  »  detachment,  under  the  saiii  Major  Thomas  B. 
sufficient  cause  for  knowing  or  believing  the  Van  Horne,  being  encountered  by  the  enemy 
same  to  be  inadequate,)  to  attempt  again  to  with  a  superior  force,  was  defeated,  and  re¬ 
open  the  said  communication  between  the  turned  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  without  accom- 
said  Fort  Detroit  and  the  said  army  of  the  plishing  the  service  on  which  they  were  em- 
said  United  States,  under  the  command  of  the  ployed  as  aforesaid  ;  the  said  detachment  un¬ 
said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  as  afore-  der  the  said  Lieutenant  Colonel  James  Miller, 
said,  and  the  said  American  settlement  and  having  achieved  a  signal  victory  over  the  ene- 
military  post  on  the  said  River  Raisin,  in  the  my  during  the  march  on  the  service  aforesaid, 
territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid  ;  also,  by  af-  at  or  near  Brownstown  afbresaid,  were  iiever- 
terwards,  to  wit,  on  the  eighth  day  of  August,  theless  compelled,  from  the  want  of  an  ade- 
in  the  year  aforesaid,  detaching  Lieutenant  quate  supply  of  provisions,  to  abandon  the 
Colonel  James  Miller,  of  the  fifth  regiment  of,  service  on  which  they  were  employed  as  afore- 
Uuited  States’  infantry,  with  the  number  or  said,  and  to  retnm  to  Detroit  afbresaid ;  the 
about  the  number  of  five  hundred  men,  to  at-  said  detachment  under  the  said  Colonel 
tempt  again  to  open  the  said  communication  Duncan  M‘Arthur  and  the  said  Colonel 
between  the  said  fort  of  Detroit  aiul  the  said  Lewis  Cass,  from  want  of  an  adequate  supply 
army  of  the  said  United  States,  under  the  of  provisiims,  were  unable  to  prosecute  and 
command  of  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil-  accomplish  the  service  on  which  thejr  were 
Jiam  Hull,  and  the  said  American  settlement  employed  as  afbresaid,  and  were  returning  to 
and  militaiy  post  at  the  said  River  Raisin,  in  Detroit  afbresaid,  at  the  time  of  the  abandon- 
the  territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  and  ne-  men t  and  surrender  of  the  said  Fort  Detroit, 
sleeting  to  furnish  and  forward,  or  cause  to  be  and  the  said  army  of  the  said  United  States,^ 
lumished  and  forwarded,  the  said  last  detach-  to  the  British  foi’ces  under  the  command  of 
roent  at  or  near  Brownstown,  in  the  said  ter-  Major  General  Brockais  aforesaid;  anJ  finally, 
ritory  of  Michigan,  on  its  march  afbresaid,  the  said  communication  between  the  said  Fort 
upon  the  service  aforesaid,  an  adequate  suj>-  Detixiit  and  the  said  army  uf  the  said  Uuitsd 
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States,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Hull,  and  the  said  American  set¬ 
tlement  and  military  post  at  the  said  Biver 
Itaisiin  in  the  territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid, 
hy  reasons  of  the  said  neglects  and  omissions 
ef  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull, 
as  aforesaid,  was  and  remained  interrupted 
and  totally  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  to  wit,  from 
the  said  first  day  of  August,  in  the  year  afore¬ 
said,  or  from  some  other  day  in  the  same 
month  of  August,  or  in  the  preceding  month 
•f  July,  ill  the  year  aforesaid,  and  to  and  in¬ 
cluding  the  said  sixteenth  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  aforesaid. 

Shth  »pei  [fixation.  And,  also,  in  this  :  That 
during  (he  continuance  of  the  said  war,  so  as 
aforesaid  carried  on  and  prosecuted,  by  and 
between  the  said  United  Mates  of  America 
and  their  territories,  and  the  said  united  king¬ 
dom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  llie  de¬ 
pendencies  thereof,  the  said  Brigadier  Gene¬ 
ral  William  Hull,  with  the  said  northwestern 
army  of  the  said  United  Stales,  under  his 
eonimand  as  aforesaid,  having  invaded  and  en¬ 
tered  the  said  British  province  of  Uper  Ua- 
nada  as  afoivsaid,  and  having  declared  and 
avowed  an  intention  and  design  of  investing 
and  attacking  the  said  British  fort,  called 
Malden,  othenvise  called  Ainherstburg,  in  the 
said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  a 
detachment  of  the  said  army  under  his  eom- 
niand  aforesaid,  led  by  the  said  Colonel  Lewis 
Cass,  and  the  said  Lieutenant  Colonel  James 
Miller,  havir.g  attacked  and  repulsed  the 
enemy,  and  seized  upon  a  certain  briilge 
over  the  river  culled  the  Liver  Aux  Canard, 
on  the  route  from  Sandwich,  in  the  said  Bri¬ 
tish  provitice  of  Upper  Canada,  to  the  said 
British  fort  called  Malden,  otherwise  called 
Ainhcrstbnrg,  and  an  opportunity  having 
thereby  been  oftcred  for  an  iiuiiiediale  invest¬ 
ment  and  attack  upon  the  British  fort  called 
Malden,  otherwise  called  Amherstburg ;  yet 
the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  well 
knowing  the  premises,  and  unmindful  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  him,  to  wit  on  or  about  the  | 
eighteenth  day  of  July,  iii  the  year  one  tliou- 
sund  eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  at 
lilandwich  aforesaid,  in  the  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  was  guilty  of  ne¬ 
glect  of  duty  and  unofiicerlike  conduct,  by 
in.'glectiDg  and  omitting  to  advance  w  ith  tlie 
&aid  army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  to 
maintain,  or  attempt  to  maintain,  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  said  bridge  over  llie  said  river 
called  the  River  Aux  Canard,  ami  by  neglect¬ 
ing  and  omitting  to  proceed  to  the  immediate 
investment  and  attack  of  the  British  fort 
called  Malden,  otherwise  called  Amlierstburg, 
in  the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada, 
thereby  the  advantage  of  acquiring  and  keep¬ 
ing  {possession  of  the  said  bridge  over  the  said 
river  called  the  River  Aux  Canard,  as  afore¬ 
said,  was  improvident  ly  lost,  and  the  prosjpect 
of  a  successful  investment  and  attack  upon 
the  British  fort  calleKi  Maiden,  otherwise  call¬ 
ed  Arahorstburg,  speedily  vanished. 


Seventh  specijicatifm.  And,  also,  in  this  ^ 
That  during  the  continuance  of  the  said  war, 
so  as  aforesaid  carried  on  and  prosecuted  by 
and  between  the  said  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica  and  their  territories  ;  and  the  said  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the 
depijiulencies  thereof,  the  said  Brigadier  Ge¬ 
neral  William  Hull,  with  the  said  northwest¬ 
ern  army  of  the  said  United  States  under  hif 
command  as  aforesaid,  having  evacuated  the 
sai<l  British  pyoviiice  of  Upper  Canada,  returu- 
iug  thence  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  3iichigan  aforesaid,  the  enemy  having 
afterwards  taken  possession  of  the  hank  of  the 
said  river  Detroit  opposite  to  Detrut  afore¬ 
said,  and  thereon  erected  batteries  wherewith 
to  attack  and  annoy  as  pvell  tlie  said  fort  of 
Detroit,  and  the  American  posts  and  batte¬ 
ries  erected  and  established  in'ar  thereto,  as 
the  town  of  Detroit,  in  llie  said  territory  of 
Michigan  ;  the  enemy  having  abo  manifested 
an  intention  and  design  to  invade  and  enter 
the  said  territory  of  Michigan,  and  to  invest 
and  attack  the  said  I'ort  Detroit ;  aiul  the  ene¬ 
my  having  al.so  afterwards,  in  piirsiiunce  of 
such  intention  and  design,  landed  at  a  place 
called  Spring  Wells,  otherwise  called  Spring 
Hill,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  said  Fort 
Detroit,  in  the  territorv  of  Michig-an  afore- 
said  ;  yet  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  well  knowing  the  {ireiifnes,  and  niimind- 
ftil  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  to  wit,  from 
the  lUh  day  of  August,  to  and  including  the 
Ifitli  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1812  afore¬ 
said,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and  unoffi- 
ccrlike  conduct,  by  neglecting  and  omitting 
to  {ircvcnt,  and  to  attempt  to  prevent,  the 
enemy  from  erecting  the  said  batteries  on  the 
bank  of  (lie  said  Kiver  Detroit  ;  o{){)osite  to 
tlie  said  Fort  of  Detroit  aforesaid,  by  neglect¬ 
ing  and  omitting  to  fortify  the  landing  place 
at  the  said  Spring  Wells,  otherwise^  called 
Spring  Hill,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan  afore¬ 
said  ;  and  by  neglecting  and  omitting  to  annoy 
and  attack  the  enemy  on  and  after  his  landing 
at  Spring  Wells,  otherwise  railed  Spring  Hilt 
aforesaid,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan  afore¬ 
said  ;  whereby  the  enemy  was  enabled  secure^ 
ly  to  erect  the  said  batteries  on  the  bank  of 
the  said  River  Detroit  as  aforesaid,  for  attack¬ 
ing  and  annoying  as  well  the  said  fort  of  De¬ 
troit,  and  the  American  posts  and  batteries 
erected  end  established  near  thereto,  as  the 
said  town  of  Detroit,  to  invade  the  said  ter¬ 
ritory  of  Michigan,  without  opposition  or  loss, 

I  and  to  approach  the  said  Fort  Detroit  with  the 
air  and  confidence  of  a  tilumph. 

A.  J.  DALLAS,  Judge  advocate. 

IVednesday^  January  5,  1814. 

The  court  met  at  the  capitol  pursuant  to  ad¬ 
journment. 

Present — All  tlie  members. 

General  Hull  having  appeared,  the  charges 

and  specifications  were  read  to  him,  by  the 
^  Judge  advocate,  and  being  asked  if  he  was 

ready  to  plead  to  them,  answered  that  he. 
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was ;  and  tliat  Jbe  plradod  not  guilty  to  all 

the  charges  aod  speciHcatioiis. 

Friday  mornings  March  25^  1814. 

.All  the  evidence  being  read,  (whether  on 
the  part,  of  the  prosecution  or  the  defence,) 
appiicable  to  the  first  charge,  and  the  specifi¬ 
cations  attached  to  that  charge,  and  after  da c 
deliberation  had  thereon,  the  court  express 
the  following  opinion  : 

The  accused  having,  in  his  final  defence, 
protested  against  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
to  try  the  charge  of  treason,  and  the  opinion 
of  the  court  being,  that  the  objection  would 
liave  been  tenable,  if  the  same  had  been 
pleaded  by  the  accused  on  his  arraign¬ 
ment  ;  and  believing,  also,  that  the  court  can¬ 
not  acquire  jurisdiction  of  the  offence  by  the j 
waiver  or  consent  of  the  accused,  they  de-  I 
dine  making  any  formal  decision  on  that  j 
charge.  The  evidence  on  the  subject  Jjaving,  j 
however,  been  publicly  given,  tlic  coart  deem 
it  proper,  in  justice  to  the  accused,  to  say, 
that  they  do  not  believe,  from  any  thing  that 
has  appeared  before  them,  that  Brigadier  Gen¬ 
eral  William  iluli  lias  committed  treason 
against  the  United  States. 

On  the  secontl  charge,  and  the  specifications 
attached  to  that  charge,  (after  hearing  all  the 
evidence  and  defence,  and  after  duo  delibei*a- 
tion  thereon,)  the  court  find  Brigadier  General 
William  Hull  guilty  of  theirs/,  second  and 
^four/Zi specifications  under  that  charge;  and 
also  guilty  of  the  third  specification  under 
that  charge,  except  that  part  which  charges 
the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Kiill  with 

forbidding  the  American  artillery  to  fire  on 
the  enemy  on  their  march  towards  the  said 
Fort  Detroit.” 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General 

William  Hull  guilty  of  the  second  charge. 

Oil  the  third  charge,  the  court,  after  having 
heard  the  evidence,  (as  well  as  the  defence,) 
and  after  due  deliberation,  find  the  said  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Williani  Hull  guilty  of  neglect  of 
duty,  and  unofficerlike  conduct  as  charged  in 
tlie  first  specification  under  this  charge,  in 
omitting,  with  suflicient  care  and  frequency, 
to  inspect,  train,  exercise,  and  order,  and  to 
cause  to  be  trained,  inspected,  exercised,  and 
ordered,  the  troops  under  his  command,  from 
the  Gth  day  of  July,  until  the  17th  day  of  Au¬ 
gust,  1812;  and  acquit  him  of  the  residue  of 
the  charge  contained  in  that  specification. 

The  court  acquit  the  said  Brigadier  General 
Williani  Hull  of  the  second  and  third  speciii- 
€ations  of  the  same  charge. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General 
William  Hull  guilty  of  the  whole  of  the  fourth 
specification  of  that  charge,  except  Uiaf  part 
wiiich  charges  him  with  not  seasonably  re¬ 
pairing,  fitting  and  transpv)rting,  or  causing  to 
be  fitted,  repaired  and  transported,  the  guns 
and  gun-carriages  which  were  necessary  to 
the  operations  of  the  war  in  the  said  British 
province  of  Upper  Canada. 
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The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General 
William  Hull  guilty  of  so  inucii  .of  the  fifth 
specification  to  that  charge  as  relates  to  neg¬ 
lect  of  duty,  and  unottk^erlike  conduct,  in  snl- 
fering  his  comiiiuuication  with  the  River  Rai^ 
sin  and  the  state  of  Ohio  to  be  cut  off,  and 
sending  -Major  Van  Horne  to  atteiiqit  to  open 
the  same  with  an  inadequate  force;  he,  the 
said  Brigadier  General  William  lIulJ,  having 
reason  to  know  or  believe  the  same  was  hi- 
sufficient  ;  and  the  court  acquit  him  of  the 
residue  of  that  S|»ecifieation. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General 
William  Hull  guilty  of  the  sisih  and  seventh 
spetiticaiions  of  that  charge. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General 
William  Hull  guilty  of  the  third  charge. 

The  court  then  adjourned  to  meet  to  mor¬ 
row  morning  at  ten  o’clock. 

Saturday  morning,  March  26,  1814. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  ■' 

Present — all  the  mem  tiers. 

'rhe  court,  in  consequence  of  their  deter-r 
mination  respecting  the  second  and  third 
charges,  and  the  specifications  under  these 
charges,  exhibited  against  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull,  and  after  due  conside¬ 
ration,  do  sentence  him  to  be  shot  to  death,  tw’o- 
thirds  of  the  court  concurring  in  the  sentence. 

The  court,  in  consideration  of  Brigadier 
General  Hull’s  revolutionary  services,  and  his 
advanced  age,  earnestly  recommend  him  to 
the  mercy  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States. 

The  court  then  adjourned,  to  meet  on  3Ion- 
day  morning  next,  at  ten  o’clock. 

Monday  morning,  March  29, 1314. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present — all  the  members. 

The  proceedings  having  been  read  over,  and* 
approved  and  signed  by  the  president,  the 
court  then  adjourned,  sine  die. 

H.  Dearborn,  maj.  gen.  president  of  the 
court. 

M.  V.  Buren,  special  judge  advocate. 

'  Philip  IS.  Parker,  army  judge  ad v.  assist. 

April  25,  1814. 

Tlie  sentence  of  the  court  is  app;*oved,  and 
the  execution  of  it  remitted. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Adjutant  end  Inspector  GeneraTs  OJJice, 
Washington,  25th  April,  1814. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

The  roll  of  the  army  is  not  to  be  longer 
dishonoured  bv  having  upon  it  the  name  of 
brigadier  General  WiiiiaiD  Hull. 

The  general  court  martial  ot  which  Major 
General  Dearborn  is  president,  is  hereby  dis¬ 
solved. 

By  order, 

J.  B.  WALBACH.  Afl,  Gee. 
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BERNADOTTE’S  PROCLAMATION. 

Hanover,  February  d. 

His  royal  bighae68  the  crown  prince  of 
Sweden  has  addressed- the  foliowing  pro¬ 
clamation  to  the  French  nation  : 

“  Fnnchmen,  It  is  hot  a  stranger  who 
addresses  you,  but  a  man  who  is  bound  by 
llie  dearest  feelings  to  your  happy  coun¬ 
try.  To  you  he  owes  his  first  fame ;  you 
have  seen  him  defend  your  cause  while  it 
was  noble  and  just ;  you  have  seen  him 
shed  his  blood,  with  joy  for  his  country, 
when  you  fought  for  it ;  you  have  seen  him 
make  all  your  wishes,  all  your  hopes  his 
own,  and  exert  himself  to  make  the 
French  name  beloved  even  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  to  which  he  conducted  your  victori¬ 
ous  banners. 

“  Frenclwien  t  What  has  become  of 
your  innumerable  armies  ?  What  of  your 
military  glory  ?  Where  are  those  legions 
which  were  your  pride,  and  which  seem¬ 
ed  to  secure  your  prosperity  forever  ? — 
What  scourge  has  carried  them  off  ?  All 
are  sunk  into  a  dreadful  abyss.  Ten 
years  ago  your  frontiers  seemed  to  bid  de¬ 
fiance  to  attack,  now  they  are  invaded  ; 
Europe  admired  you  then ;  see  what  you 
are  now.  When  your  eyes  overlook  the 
globe,  they  can  scarcely  discover  a  single 
friendly  people,  and  every  where  they 
meet  witii  countries  which  are  the  graves 
of  thousands  of  Frenchmen. 

Who  is  (he  author  of  so  many  evils  ? 

_ 

a  man  who  is  not  a  Frenchman  by  birth — 
Ijy  what  ill  fate  is  he  become  your  master 
and  your  scourge  ?  The  commencement 
of  his  military  career  was  marked  by  a 
bloody  scene  in  the  w  alls  of  Paris  ;  then 
you  had  to  reproach  liini  with  the  death 
of  forty  thousand  brave  men,  whom  he 
meant  to  sacrifice  in  another  })art  of  the 
globe  to  his  purpose,  of  becoming  Empe¬ 
ror  of  the  east.  Deceived  in  his  hopes  he 
left  the  army,  and  while  he  suffered  his 
cx)mrades  to  perish  in  the  burning  deserts 
of  Lybia,  be  himself,  in  order  to  return  to 
France,  violated  the  law  of  quarantine 
which  St.  Louis  had  observed. 

^  Unhappily  so  many  acts  of  violence 
were  rewarded  with  the  consular  dignity, 
and  soon  after  the  imperial  purple. 

^  After  he  had  attained  the  supreme 
power  he  promised  France  eternal  repose 
and  Europe  peace.  You  believe<l  him. 
What  has  he  done  to  fulfil  your  hope  ? 
Broken  every  treaty  as  soon  as  he  has 
made  it.  This  peace-maker  of  the  world 
has  earned  death  and  desolation  into 


Spain,  and  made  you  the  instruments  of 
his'destruction. 

“  Y ou  have  seen  how  he  sowed  the 
seed  of  discord  between  the  father  and 
the  SOD ;  how  he  then  appeared  in 
Bayonne  as  mediator,  promising  in  the 
face  of  Europe  to  allay  the  quarrel  which 
he  himself  had  inflamed,  and  how  often 
alleging  the  paternal  dignity  and  the  re¬ 
spect  due  to  grey  hairs,  he  robbed  l>oth  of 
their  dignity,  sending  the  one  to  prison  and 
the  other  to  exile. 

“  Europe  w  as  still  silent,  stupified  by  so 
many  horrors,  but  so  fiir  was  the  patience 
of  the  princes  and  people  from  satisfying 
the  man  w  hose  yoke  you  l>ear,that  his  am¬ 
bition  seemed  only  to  be  increased  by  it. 
We  saw  him  annihilate  his  own  work — • 
fall  upon  his  allies  as  U{K>n  his  enemies  ; 
tear  one  of  his  brothers  from  the  throne 
which  he  had  himself  created  ;  rob  ano¬ 
ther  of  part  of  the  dominions  w  hich  he  had 
given  him.  We  saw  liow^  he  made  the 
iucor|K)ration,  the  overthrow'  of  one  coun¬ 
try,  follow  that  of  another,  aud  in  his  con¬ 
vulsive  rage  rob  Europe  of  the  last  illusion 
of  a  duraiile  slate,  with  which  it  seemed 
to  console  itself. 

“  At  last  he  was  at  the  goal,  when  he  left 
his  dominions  to  lead  the  French  700 
leagues  fi'Oin  their  country,  and  by  this 
gigantic  enter|)ri8e  realize  all  that  is  rela¬ 
ted  of  the  conquerors  of  antiquity.  At 
this  period  of  adversity,  when  the  <lawn 
of  freedom  rose  upon  Europe,  what  did 
you  think  of  him  who,  after  such  various 
miseries  and  sufferings  which  he  had 
brought  upon  the  finest  army,  left  it  in 
the  abyss  of  destruction,  into  which  he 
had  plunged  it  ?  What  did  you  say  of  the 
general  who  thus  betrayed  his  unhappy 
soldiers,  and  abandoned  them  in  immense 
deserts  of  snow',  without  food,  without 
clothing,  without  a  guide  ? 

“  Behold  here  the  miserable  remains 
of  an  army  but  lately  so  fine,  stretched 
out  upon  the  ice,  perishing  by  the  three¬ 
fold  death  of  cold,  famine  and  wounds  ! 
See  the  author  of  all  the  sufferings  of 
these  wretches,  renounce  every  sentiment 
of  pity,  thinking  only  on  his  flight — he 
yet  ventures  to  appear  before  you,  de¬ 
mand  from  you  new  exertions,  new  levies 
of  troops. 

“  He  has  obtained  but  too  many.  Again 
have  200,000  Frenchmen  perisheil,  to 
drench  with  their  blood  the  soil  of  Ger¬ 
many,  whose  inhabitants  loved  the  French, 
and  did  not  resolve  upon  revei^e  tmtll 


THE  EXAfiflNEIL 


413 


after  tlilrteea  years  of  ill  treatment  and 
disgrace.  Divine  justice  has  baffled  the 
last  efforts  of  expiring  tyranny.  The 
painful  sacrifices  you  have  again  made, 
have  not  been  able  to  stop  the  progress  of 
your  misfortunes. 

“  Now,  Frenchmen,  Germany  is  free  : 
hut  Napoleon,  driven  back  to  the  natural 
boundaries  of  your  empire,  will  require 
from  you  new  sacrifices.  To  obtain  them 
he  will  tell  you,  that  the  allies  intend  to 
divide  France,  and  he  who  wished  to 
bring  under  his  yoke  all  nations,  from 
Naples  to  Stockholm,  from  Lisbon  to  Mos¬ 
cow,  will  talk  to  you  of  the  boundless  am¬ 
bition  of  his  adversaries.  But  your  rea- 
ion  will  teach  who  is  the  author  of  the 
war,  whether  it  is  he  who  without  remis¬ 
sion  carries  war  to  all  countries  and  na¬ 
tions,  or  those  who  have  only  repelled  a 
hostile  attack  and  pursueil  the  aggressor. 

“  The  allies  will  not  divide  bVance. 
They  desire  it  to  be  independent  itself, 
and  acknowledge  the  indepemlence  of  all 
other  naiions.  They  offer  it  peace ;  they 
demand  it,  because  the  world  requires  it, 
and  because  they  make  it  their  glory  to 
end  the  miseries  of  the  w^orld.  They  ask 
peace  from  the  French  senate,  anti  if  the 
senate  tioes  not  venture  to  decide  for  this 
peace  universally  desired,  they  demand  it 
of  the  armies  and  of  the  nation,  exhausted 
in  its  ))opulation,  loaded  with  taxes,  woun¬ 
ded  in  its  noblest  feelings — robbed  of  its 
ohildren,  whose  industry  is  fettered,  and 
w  ho,  since  Napoleon  has  governed  it,  has  | 
neither  peace  for  the  present,  nor  security  i 
for  the  future.  | 

“  Frenchmen  !  look'  around  you — the 
abyss  is  still  open — the  hand  which  plun¬ 
ges  into  it  is  still  liftetl — shall  it  throw  the 
last  of  you  in  t  Will  you  permit  the  whole 
population  of  you  country  to  perish  ?  And 
do  not  you  perceive  that  nothing  can  bet¬ 
ter  the  inhuman  man  whom  fate  has  hurl¬ 
ed  over  you  ?  In  the  wide  circumference 
of  the  beautiful,  once  happy  France,  where 
is  the  man  who  enjoys  his  freeilom,  his 
life, and  whom  the  commands  of  Napoleon 
have  not  reached  ?  Comt>el  him,  then,  to 
conclude  the  peace  which  is  required  from 
you. 

“  On  the  other  hand,  should  the  dread¬ 
ful  evils  which  result  from  a  tyrannical 
government,  prevent  the  French  people 
and  its  allies  from  declaring  for  peace,  the 
allies  must  lament  that  they  cannot  reach 
the  oppressor  of  France,  but  through  a 
people  whom  they  esteem,  and  even  then 


their  motto  will  be — War  /with  Hhe  Coi>- 
sican,  inviplability  of  the  territory,  peace 
and  friendahip  with  delivm’ed  France*’’ 

From  the  Boston  Spectator. 
SAILORS’  RIGHTS. 

TO  THE  EDITOR, 

Sir — Whilst  I  was  sitting  in  a  stage 
tavern,  a  few  evenings  since,  vraiting  Sw 
a  gentleman  whom  I  had  appoint^  to 
meet,  there  came  in  a  very  good  looking 
man,  who  hy  his  dress  1  took  to  be  a  sai¬ 
lor.  He  had  a  small  bundle  in  his  hand, 
which,  as  he  took  a  chair  near  me,  be  laid 
on  the  floor  by  his  side. 

As  I  always  feel  a  considerable  interest 
in  this  class  of  men,  and  frequently  find 
them  entertaining  and  intell^ent,  1  im¬ 
mediately  addressed  liim  without  muck 
reserve,  ami  the  following  kind  of  narra¬ 
tive  ensued.  You  have  the  appearance 
of  a  sea-faring  man,  sir ;  are  you  lately 
arrived  from  a  voyage  ?  “Yes,  sir,  and 
the  longest  voyage  I  ever  made,  with  my 
land  tacks  aboard,  I  have  travelled,  sir, 
from  Charleston,  S.  C.  to  Boston,  and  a 
most  rugged  passage  I’ve  had  of  it,  1  as¬ 
sure  you.  I  have  followed  the  sea  ten 
years,  sir;  and  whilst  sailors  were  allowed 
to  look  out  for  themselves,  and  could  go 
and  come  when  they  pleased,  I  did  very 
well ;  but  since  they  have  got  us  into  this 
war,  to  fight  for  sailors'  rights,  as  they 
call  it,  I’ve  scarcely  made  shift  to  earn 
my  biscuit.  Whilst  we  bad  the  right  to 
receive  25  dollars  a  month,  and  our  choice 
of  vessels  and  voyages,  what  other  rights 
did  I  want  ?  Trade  was  free  enough  for 
me,  when  I  could  cross  the  Atlantic, 
cruise  about  the  Mediterranean,  or  up  the 
jBaltic ;  w'^hen  I  could  always  get  a  voyage 
to  India  or  the  South  Sea,  or  a  shorter 
one  if  I  pleased ;  aye,  and  then  1  had 
something  to  show  for  it  1  used  to  be 
pretty  well  rigg’d  in  them  times,  and 
plenty  of  the  shiners  in  my  pocket ;  not 
80  many  of  these  splices  about  my  gear 
(here  the  poor  fellow  looked  at  his  patched 
trow^sers)  as  you  see  now.  Since  the  war 
for  free  trade  and  sailors’  rights,  instead  of 
a  choice  of  voyages  I’ve  had  only  the 
choice  to  starve  at  home  or  rot  in  a  pri- 
soii  ship.  I  preferred  starving  at  home, 
till  I  was  fairly  starved  out,  and  then  was 
glad  of  the  hrsi  opportunity  to  get 
There  was  no  voyages  to  be  found  but 
coasting,  so  I  skipt  for  Charleston,  and 
we  went  skulking  along  shore  afraid  of 
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9\ery  thing  we  saw,  hauling  our  wind  for 
one,  keeping  away  for  another,  crossing 
ni>s  and  running  among  shoais,  till  tinal- 
ly  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  we  got 
sale  to  our  port.  We  were  all  pretty 
merry  at  the  thoughts  of  liaving  escaped 
Johnny  English ;  but  w  hilst  we  were  haul¬ 
ing  in  to  the  w  harf,  down  came  the  music 
w  ilh  a  gang  and  a  broad  dug  w  ith  large  ca¬ 
pitals,  FREE  TRADE  AND  SAILORS’  RIGHTS. 

This,  says  I,  is  a  bad  pn^nostic;  there’s 
always  ill  luck  behind  it,  these  fellows 
are  like  moon  ciirsers,  they  hold  out  a 
light  to  destroy  the  shij).  Sure  enough, 
the  next  day  the  embargo  came ;  so  here 
we  were  as  bad  as  being  cast  away. 
Free  trade  would’nt  let  us  come  home  by 
water;  and  sailors^  rights  obliged  us  to 
travel  about  1000  miles  with  nothing  to 
bear  our  expenses.  We’ve  had  a  long 
passage  as  1  said  before,  and  nevt?r  was  1 
on  shorter  allowance.  I  tell  you  what, 
•ir,  ’tis  a  hard  case,  and  1  am  ashamed  to 
ow  n  it,  but  I’ve  been  obliged  to  beg  (here 
the  tears  started  into  his  eyes) ;  1  love 
my  country,  sir,  and  am  willing  to  tight 
for  it;  but  when  they  take  away  my 
living,  when  they  starve  me  to  maintain 
my  rights,  1  think  they  are  wrong,  and  1 
would  rather  they  would  let  ray  rights 
alone. 

I’ve  come  through  many  a  town  where 
sailors’  rights  are  in  every  one’s  month, 
and  1  could  not  get  a  bit  of  bread  to  put 
in  my  owm.  In  one  great  city  1  saw' 
more  than  a  dozen  signs  with  “  free 
trade  and  sailors’  rights;  and  yet  five 
of  our  ship’s  crew  could  get  no  lodging 
but  in  a  stable.  In  another  (own  there  to 
the  southward,  1  ventured  in  a  tavern 
kitchen  ;  they  told  me  there  was  some 
gentlemen  in  the  hall  celebrating  a  vic¬ 
tory,  and  said  it  would  be  a  good  time  to 
get  a  collection  from  them  to  help  me 
home.  1  went  to  the  hall  door,  and  stood 
awhile  ashamed  to  enter;  at  last  1  heard 
them  give  the  toast,  “  free  trade  and 
sailors’  rights ;”  my  heart  misgave  me ; 
but  perhaps  says  1,  whilst  they  are  drink¬ 
ing  sailors’  rights  they  may  give  some¬ 
thing  to  relieve  his  misfortunes  ;  so  in  1 
goes.  A  sailor,  gentlemen,  is  in  want, 
oan  you  give  him  a  trlde  to  help  him 
home?  “  Where  do  you  belong?”  To 
Boston,  please  your  honours.  “  O  you 
are  all  old  tories  in  Boston ;  we  are  re¬ 
publicans  here,  you  are  ujwii  a  wrong 
chaste,  my  lad,  you  may.  as  well  be  off.” 
1  did’ht  ex^tcUy.  know  what  they  meant 


by  old  tories,  but  I  was  sure  by  their 
screwing  up  their  faces,  and  their  grin¬ 
ning,  that  it  was  some  reproach,  and  1 
could’ut  bear  this,  you  know  ;  could  not 
bear  to  hear  my  native  town  reviled  or 
abused.  No,  sir,  my  blood  rose  like  the 
sea  in  a  high  wind,  it  was  all  in  a  foam, 
sir,  and  although  1  entered  the  room  as 
humble  as  a  beggar,  1  now  felt  as  prouil 
as  a  lord :  so  1  told  them,  that  Bostonians 
were  better  than  they  were,  tories  or  what¬ 
ever;  were  better  friendS  to  their  country 
and  sailors’  rights ;  aye,  and  1  am  mista¬ 
ken  if  they  don’t  soon  let  you  know,  says 
1,  that  they  can  defend  bolli:  besides,  if 
a  stranger  was  in  want  in  Boston,  h« 
would  be  assisted,  and  not  insulted ;  the 
noble  and  generous  hearts  there  are  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  relieve  a  fellow's  misfor¬ 
tunes,  witliout  asking  him  where  he  be¬ 
longs.  After  giving  ’em  this  broabside,  1 
quit  ’em  and  held  ’em  in  ns  niucb  disdain 
as  a  74,  although  dismasted,  would  a  par¬ 
cel  of  scurvy  gunboats.  Thank  (J-d  I 
have  arrived  here  at  last,  and  tiiough  poor, 
1  know  I’rn  welcome;  and  1  had  rather 
be  in  Boston  without  a  cent,  than  belong 
to  some  countries  1  could  name,  with  a 
plantation  of  slaves.” 

1  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  naivete 
with  w  hich  this  honest  tar  told  his  story, 
that  1  thought  it  worthy  a  public  record; 
and  accordingly  send  it  to  you  with  the 
hope,  that  you  will  give  it  a  place  in  your 
Spectator.  A. 

F rom  the  Federal  Republican, 

Savage  warfare. — We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  since  the  coiiinienceinent  of  the  present 
war,  of  savage  cruelties  excited  by  British  offi¬ 
cers  ;  of  the  scalping  of  the  slain,  and  the 
murder  of  the  prisoners  after  battle  had 
ceased.  Honest  indignation,  resulting  from  a 
belief  in  such  atrocities,  has  been  geuerally 
expressed,  and  the  better  conduct  of  “  our 
Indians^**  as  those  savages  have  been  called 
who  light  under  our  baimcrs,  has  received  its 
due  proportion  of  praise. 

The  example  of  superior  civilization  set  by 
the  Americans  to  their  “red  brethren,”  was 
fairly  expected  to  produce  an  amelioration  in 
the  savage  character,  and  the  warriors  of  the 
woods,  it  was  hoped,  might,  at  no  distant  pe¬ 
riod,  cherish  as  heai  ty  a  liatred  of  the  bloody 
British,  as  the  most  zealous  democrat  in  the 
w'est  or  the  east. 

Our  newspaper  editors  have  again  and  again 
trumpetted  oiir  lenity  and  our  benevolence, 
and  like  the  Pharivsees  of  old,  thanked  God 
we  ivere  not  as  other  men.  Happy,  indeed, 
had  such  praises  been  subject  to  no  drawback, 
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and  we  hope  the  in^^tances  will  be  few  in 
which  our  cliaracter  lor  humanity,  either  in 
war  or  in  jK'ace,  can  be  called  iu  que.«:tion. 

It  must  however  be  with  do  small  mortihca- 
tion  that  the  real  friend  of  his  country  will 
persue  the  latter  account  of  our  victory  in 
the  south,  where  the  laural.  wreath,  which 
has  been  hardly  earned,  is  spotted  with 
bloody  ahd  deliberate  craelty. 

We  arc  informed  by  Gen.  Jarkson*s  offi¬ 
cial  report  to  Gen.  Pinkney,  of  his  battle  with 
the  Indians,  that  “  determining  to  extermi- 
NATE  them,  he  detached  Gen.  Coffee  with  the 
mod nted  men  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  In¬ 
dian  force  (v/iir  Indians)  early  on  the  morning 
of  yesterday,  to  cross  the  river  about  two 
miles  below  their  encampment,  and  to  sur¬ 
round  the  bend  in  such  a  manner  as  that  none 

them  should  escape  by  attempting  to  cross 
the  river. 

The  manoeuvre  was  successfiil,  and  the  ene¬ 
my  wa.s  completely  routed  .after  much  hard 
fighting.  “  Five  hundred  and  fifty  seven  were 
left  dead  on  the  peninsula,  and  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  them  were  killed  by  the  horsemen  in 
attempting  to  cross  the  river  ;  it  is  believed 
that  not  more  than  ten  escaped.  The  fighting 
continued  with  some  severity  about  five  houi*s, 
but  we  continued  to  destroy  many  nj‘  Lhem^ 
wlio  ha«l  concealed  themselves  under  the  banks 
of  the  river,  until  we  were  prevented  by  the 
Liglit.  This  morning  7rc  killed  siiteen  jvhich 
tuid  t.een  cmc^aled.  Wo  took  two  hundred  and 
fitly  prisoners,  all  women  and  children,  ex¬ 
cept  tivo  or  three.** 

'  If  there  is  a  man  in  the  nation  who  can  ap¬ 
plaud  the  latter  end  of  this  battle,  he  must 
have  ileeply  imbib<‘d  that  spirit  of  cruelty 
which  the  loaders  of  the  war  party  have  so 
long  laboured  to  infuriate.  The  field  had 
been  won,  and  it  was  as  easy  to  have  captured 
as  to  have  destroyed.  Tlie  massacre  was  wan¬ 
ton,  and  in  reading  the  account  we  were  al- 
UKist  called  iiv>o»i  to  rejoice  that  even  the  wo¬ 
men  and  children  were  S|)ared.  However 
much  has  been  said  about  retaliation.,  however 
muiti|)lied  have  been  the  cold  blooded  specu¬ 
lations  on  the  propriety  of  dooming  our  cap- 
tun^d  enemies  to  death,  we  trust  the 
mind  is  not  yet  to  receive  without  indignation 
an  annunciation  of  this  cruel  departure  from 
the  established  laws  of  modern  warfare. 


From  the  Boston  ffeekly  Messenger, 

Mr.  Munroe’s  Report. — We  had  com- 
Hienced  the  examination  of  this  curious  docu¬ 
ment  in  a  state  of  feeling  in  which  it  is  never 
pleasant  to  indulge,  and  from  w'hich  we  are 
very  happy  to  be  relieved  by  tlie  intelligence 
that  all  the  prisoners  confined  n[K)ii  the  reta¬ 
liatory  system  have  been  released.  We  re¬ 
joice  to  find  that  there  are  some  principles 
too  monstrous  lor  sophistry  to  defend  ;  some 
excesses  too  dreadful  for  the  most  determined 
spirit  of  party  to  support.  It  is  now,  we  un- 
darstaod,  admitted,  and  we  believe  that  no 


tolerably  understanding  man  ever  doubted  it 
in  his  heart,  that  a  subject  doe.s  commit  some 
kind  of  offence  by  voluntarily  taking  up  arms 
lor  the  invasion  of  his  native  country,  at  least 
before  he  has  been  naturalized  in  another  ; ' 
that  if  taken,  he  may  be  confined  and  punish¬ 
ed  :  and  finally,  that  if  convicted,  he  may  be 
adjudged  to  suffer  death,  without  giving  a 
right  to  the  power  in  whose  armies  be  was 
IbiitKl  to  murder  in  cold  blood  innocent  and 
honourable  men.  We  have  always  thought 
that  the  fact,  that  there  could  be  a  question 
upon  this  subject,  was  one  of  the  most  striking 
instances  ever  exhibited  of  the  perversity  o4“ 
the  human  understanding,  or  i-ather  of  the  hu¬ 
man  will. 

JStill,  however,  it  is  so  much  more  to  our 
taste  to  commend,  than  to  find  fault,  that  we 
are  willing  to  ascribe  credit  to  the  adminis¬ 
tration  tor  their  tardy  Justice.  It  is  alwayi 
magnanimous  to  acknowledge  error.  Besides 
we  hail  this  event  as  the  harbinger  of  peace. 
Its  tendency  is  undoubtedly  pacific.  Ha^l  a 
British  officer  been  hung  in  retaliation  for  a 
traitor,  no  man  can  tell  where  the  war  or  tiie 
carnage  would  have  ceased. 

There  is  one  consolation  to  be  derived  from 
the  change  of  measures  by  the  administration 
npr»n  the  subjects  of  the  retaliatory  and  re¬ 
strictive  systems,  which  we  cannot  forbear  to 
state,  and  we  are  willing  that  the  goT  'mment 
should  fairly  receive  all  credit  to  be  inferred 
Irom  it.  They  are  sure  to  end  rights  because 
they  always  start  wrong,  and  at  last  never  fail 
come  directly  about.  What  the  country  suf¬ 
fers  in  the  interval,  while  they  are  pursuing' 
the  course  of  error,  is  another  consideration, 
upon  which  we  have  no  wish  at  present  to  en¬ 
large. 


From  tlie  United  Stales  Gazelie. 

'rhere  seeins  a  kind  of  competition  be¬ 
tween  our  government  aiul  our  enemiei 
which  shall  engage  most  “  in  the  unprofi¬ 
table  business  of  doing  us  the  most  harm.’”* 
When  our  government  abandon  any  sys¬ 
tem  of  policy,  it  is  immediately  adopted 
by  our  enemies  as  the  most  hostile  to  our 
interestswhich  they  themselves caiidevise. 
Thus  when  our  system  of  embargo,  noa- 
iniportation,  is  given  up  by  our  adinla- 
istration,  it  is  inunediately  enforced  by 
our  enemies  by  placing  our  whole  line  of 
seacoast  in  a  state  of  blockade.  The  Bri¬ 
tish  are  only  the  servile  copyists  of  our 
government. 

Who  is  there  so  presumptuous  as  to  as¬ 
sert  that  we  have  not  just  cause  of  war 
against  Great  Britain  ?  Look  at  the  infa¬ 
mous  onlers  in  council  of  last  year,  declar¬ 
ing  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  bays  in 
a  state  of  blockade,  and  many  other  j)ort» 
to  the  southward.  And  now,  to  aggravate 
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4he  injury  already  done,  our  country  is  in¬ 
sulted  by  a  declaration  of  a  general  block¬ 
ade  ! !  We  hope  General  Wilkinson  will 
give  the  poltroons  a  good  scratching,  be¬ 
sides  a  good  dose  of  his  smellfungus. 

From  the  NoifoUc  Ledger, 

Army  expenses  in  Ohio. — A  friend  in 
W ashington  some  time  since  informed  us, 
that  great  trouble  existed  on  acount  of 
the  money  due  for  supplies  to  the  army 
by  citizens  of  Ohio.  General  Armstrong 
was  thunderstruck  by  the  amount,  and 
declared  he  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  claims ;  our  friend  stated  that  he 
had  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  amount 
of  unsettled  claims  was  between  six  and 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  Nothing  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  transpire  while  the  loan  and  tax 
bills  were  under  discussion  in  congress, 
nor  was  it  desired  that  any  thing  should 
be  made  public  on  the  subject ;  this  might 
suit  General  Armstrong,  but  the  patriots 
in  Ohio  appear  not  so  well  satisfied.  The 
people  of  Ohio  might  very  well  like  the 
war,  when  they  were  selling  every  thing 
they  made  at  five  or  six  prices;  but  a 
thing  may  be  well  sold,  to  be  well  paid  for 
is  another  thing. 

W e  shall  see  ere  long  that  a  great  part 
of  the  twenty-five  million  loan  will  lie 
wanted  for  arrearages  of  the  year  1813, 
instead  of  serving  for  1814. 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  Liber¬ 
ty  Hall,  a  democratic  new^spaper,  printed 
at  Cincinnati,  (Ohio,)  of  April  28  th. 

The  democracy  of  Ohio  overwhelmed  by  the 
diffidence  of  foreigners. 

Wanted,  a  new  inyfwrtation, — It  has 
lately  been  ascertained  that  the  native 
Americans  are  not  possessed  of  sufficient  j 
capacity  to  fill  the  different  offices  in  our 
slate  government ;  it  is  therefore  proposed 
that  a  meeting  of  the  Tammany  Society 
be  held  at  the  tavern  opposite  the  court¬ 
house,  on  Thursday  evening  next,  at 
which  time  a  subscription  will  be  set  on 
foot,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  fund  to 
aid  and  assist  such  foreigners  as  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  save  us  the  trouble  of  governing 
ourselves,  in  migrating  to  this  country. 
The  qualifications  which  more  particular¬ 
ly  recommend  them  for  office,  are  syco¬ 
phancy,  pliable  integrity,  and  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  become  the  tools  of  particular 
individuals  or  a  faction.  The  Tamma¬ 
nies,  it  is  expected,  will  be  punctual  in 


their  attendance,  as  it  is  htanifeslly  all 
important  the  importation  should  be  made 
without  delay ;  there  being  several  offices 
that  will  soon  be  vacant  in  the  county, 
and  cannot  be  filled  without  it. 

HUB-BUB-BOO, 

Father  of  the  CouficiL 


An  Act  to  amend  an  act,  “  entitled  an  act 
for  the  establishment  of  common  schools,’*'" 
Passed  March  4,  1814. 

Be  U  enacted,  &c.  That  the  money  now 
in  the  treasuiy^  of  this  state,  to  he  distribut¬ 
ed  for  the  use  and  encouragement  of  com¬ 
mon  schools,  agreeably  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  hereby  amended,  and  all  mo¬ 
nies  hereafter  to  be  distributed,  shall  be 
paid  by  the  treasurer  on  the  warrant  of 
the  comptroller,  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
several  counties  in  this  state,  or  to  their 
oriler,  in  the  proportions  that  shall  be 
certified  to  the  comptroller,  by  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  common  schools,  that  the 
said  counties  are  respectively  entitled  to. 
An  Act  to  prevent foreigners  from  he  coining 
insurers  in  certain  eases  in  this  state, — 
Passed  March  18,  1814. 

Whereas  a  certain  company  or  asso¬ 
ciation  of  persons  in  England,  under  the 
name  of  the  “  Phoenix  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,”  have  appointed  agents  and  esta¬ 
blished  offices  in  this  state,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  making  insurance  in  this  state,  on 
behalf  of  the  said  English  company  or 
association :  Therefore, 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  dre.  That  it  shall 
be  unlawful  for  any  person  residing  in  any 
foreign  country,  or  for  any  association  or 
company  of  persons,  residing  in  any  fo^ 
reign  country,  or  for  any  iiicorj>oratiou 
established  in  any  foreign  country,  or  for 
any  person  whomsoever,  on  behalf  of  any 
such  persons,  association,  company  or 
corporation,  directly  or  indirectly, 
make  any  contract  of  insurance,  or  by 
I  way  of  insurance,  against  loss  or  injury 
by  fire,  upon  any  house,  building  or  gc^s, 
situated  or  being  in  this  state. 

Sec.  2.  If  any  person  or  persons  shall, 
after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  make  or 
shall  attempt  to  make,  any  contract  of 
insurance,  or  by  way  of  insurance  upon 
any  house,  buildngs  or  goods,  situated  or 
being  in  this  state,  against  the  intenlioa 
of  this  act,  every  person  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  one  thousand  dollars  for  every  offence, 
to  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same, 
to  his  own  use. 
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